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O know the weak Side of our Enemy, 
or on what Side the Power of our Ene- 
my may be weakened, are equally very 
— Advantages ; I hope there- 

fore it will be no unacceptable Service to 
Country, if I attempt to point out on what Side 
France has been, and may again be weakened, 
2 whilſt engaged in a War againſt England. 1 had 
an Opportunity of diſcovering this by being in the 
— Parts of that Kingdom, both before the 
laſt War, and immediately after its Concluſion; 
and think it now my Duty to offer ſome Obſer- 
> vations on the State and Condition of thoſe Pro- 
vinces with reſpe& to their Trade and Revenues, 
the great Foundations of their Strength and Power: 
Each of which I will endeavour to deſcribe, as they 
A appeared 


| 
| 
; 
| 
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[2] 
appeared to be at the three following Periods of 
ime ; namely, from 1740 to 1744, before the 
Commencement of the laſt War with England — 
Next, from 1744 to 1748, during the Continu- 
ance of that War; — And laſtly, in 1748, upon 
the Reſtoration of the Peace at Ai la Cha- 


pelle, Thus by agen their Condition at the 


former Period, to the Diſtreſs they were reduced 
to at the latter; diſcovering the Difference, and 
examining the Cauſe of that Difference, we ſhall 
be apprized in what Manner they may again be 
diſtreſſed, upon the preſent or any future Renewal 
of Hoſtilities. „ 
The firft Point to be conſidered, with reſpect to 
the State and Condition of any Kingdom, or any 
Part of a Kingdom, is the Plenty or Scarciry of the 
neceſſary Proviſions of Life; for theſe govern the 
Price of all other Productions, on which the Welz 
fare of Trade depends; from whence the Riches 
of all Nations are introduced, their Revenues p- 
ported, and their Power eſtabliſhed. | Now with 
regard to theſe Points, we may remark, that al- 
though Provence and Languedoc, which are the two 
principal Southern Provinces of France, do not 
greatly abound in Corn, yet in Times of Peace 
they are eaſily ſupplied with it by Importation 
from Sicily, the Levant, and the Coaſts: of Bar- 
bary, as well as from England, and the other more 
Northern Countries. But from hence it is a 
rent, how greatly they may ſuffer in Time of War, 
by their Enemies cutting off that Communication, 


and preventing ſuch Foreign Supplies. Yet, how- _ 


ever deficient theſe Provinces may be in producing 
the firſt neceſſary Proviſions of Life, they naturally 
abound in many Productions of Luxury, the Sale 


and 
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and Exportation of which make up the moſt con- 
ſiderable Branch of their annual Wealth. They 


have Wine ſufficient, not only for their own, but 


the Conſumption of great Part of Tah, beſides 
Quantities exported to their Weſtern Colonies. 
Their Oranges, Figs, Almonds, Prunes, Capres, 
and Oil, eſpecially the Oil of Provence, for which 
the Diſtrict near Aix is peculiarly famous, are ſold 
throughout the interior Parts of France, Swiſſer- 

land, Germany, and of late carried even to Sweden, 

Denmark, and Muſcovy. For we muſt obſerve, 
that as Trade brings in Riches, and Riches intro- 

duce Luxury; ſo theſe Southern Provinces abound- 
| ing in fo many Products of Luxury, muſt encreaſe 
in their Trade and Riches, in Proportion to the 
Encreaſe of Trade and Riches in the Northern 
Countries. We may add the Profits they make 
from their Raw Silks, by Means of their Mulberry 
Trees, and from the ſeveral Manufactures of Silk, 
. Soap, Eſſences, Earthen Ware; and above all, from 
the different Species of Woollen Cloths made at 
St. Pons, and Carcaſſonne in Languedoc, to be ex- 

ported to the Levant by the Turty Company eſta- 
bliſhed at Marſeilles: It is from the great Profits 

they return by theſe Trades, that they chiefly 

make up their annual Wealth, and ſupport their 
publick Revenues. And this again points out 
the Hazard and Loſs theſe Provinces may be liable 
to in Time of War, by a proper Deſtination of a 
ſuperior Power at Sea to intercept that Trade, on 
which their Wealth and Revenues do ſo much 


r 


depend. 


> From theſe Conſiderations let us now examine 
the various Changes of their State and Condition 
during the laſt War: In which Examination we 
| K ſhall 
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ſhall diſcover the additional Taxes and Impoſitions 
that were levied, and the great Encreaſe of Debts 
that was incurred, and to what real Diſtreſs and 
Miſery the Inhabitants were reduced, as well from 
a Want of a Foreign Supply of Proviſions, as from 
the Loſs of thoſe Trades by which their extraor- 


dinary Revenues as above were to be ſupported. 


But previous to my. enteripg into this Detail, it 


may not be improper to explain by what Autho- 


rity, and .in what Manner, theſe Provincial Re- 
venues are raiſed. To which Purpoſe it will be ne- 
ceſſary to premiſe, that Prapence and Languedoc, 
being Pays d Etat, are diſtinguiſhed by many Pri- 
vileges from thoſe other Provinces that are ſtiled 
Pays d' Elefien *, For, firſt, they have the Privi- 
lege of being exempted from the Taille.Perſonelle, 
or Tax on their perſonal Eſtates, as they pay only 
the Taille Reelle ar Land Tax. Secondly, They 
are allowed to raiſe this Tax under the Denomi- 
nation of a Den Gratuit or Free Gift to the King, 
including with it all the Sums wanted to ſerve their 

own Provincial Expences, Thirdly, They are 
permitted to pay a groſs Sum by way of Compo- 
ſition for the Free Gift, without being accountable 
for the Manner of raiſing it: And, Fourthly, They 
enjoy the extraordinary Liberty of collecting their 
ſeveral Provincial Duties by Officers of their own 


* The Provinces called Pays d'Etat are thoſe which have 
been annexed to the Crown of France, either by Donation, 
Will, or Conqueſt, and which, having been formerly diſtinct 
and independant Sowverezgnities, do ſtill retain ſome of their an- 
cient Privileges, as enumerated above. The Pays d Blectian 
are the ancient Patrimonies of the Crown of France, who 
formerly elected their own Aſſeſſors; but that Privilege has 


long ago been taken from them, and the Name of it only 
remains, 


Appoint- 


i 
. 
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Appointment. Beſides theſe, Provence in particu- 
i — — the further Privilege of being exempted 
from Providing the Etapes, or neceſſary Proviſions 
and Furniture for the King's Troops marching 
through, or being quartered in their Province“. 

- Be pleaſed to obſerve, that I am here to take 
Notice of no other Revenues but thoſe that are 
merely. Provincial, that is, ſuch as are paid into 
the Treaſury of the Province, and iſſued from 
thence, firſt to ſatisfy the Don Gratuit to the King, 
and afterwards their own particular Expences, 
namely, the Salaries to their Governors, the Char 
of their Militia, and of the Marechauſée, the In- 
tereſt of their Debts, and the Repairs of their 
Highways, Sc. Bur as to the King's Domaine, the 
Ayas, Gabelles, and all other farmed Duties, which 
are impoſed on the Sale, Tranſport, or Conſump- 
tion of the vendible Commodities, theſe being 
common to all, are not to be ſet down as Bur- 
peculiar to any one Province, though Bur- 
thens indeed they are upon the People in general, 
and levied with equal Severity in every Part of 
the Kingdom. 2 ö 

From hence it appears, that the Revenues in 
every Province of Fraxce, are applicable to anſwer 
firſt the national Expence, and next the Demands 
that are made to ſupport the particular Exigency 
of that Province: Accordingly the Impoſitions on 


* 'The Word Ezape, in the Military Senſe, ſignifies the Ma- 
gazins which moſt of the Provinces in France are obli to 
erect within certain Diſtances, for furniſhing the King's Troops 
with Proviſions in their Routs and Marches ; but as we have 
no fuch Eftabliſhment, nor any Egli Word for it, I muſt beg 
Leave, as often as I ſhall be obliged ta refer to it hereafter, 
to mention it by this French Appellation. 


each 
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each are augmented in Proportion to the Greatneſs 
and Variety of their ſeveral Demands. In order 
therefore to form a Calculation of the whole Re- 
venues of France, we muſt take into our Account, 
not only what comes into the King's Coffers, but 
the Overplus Sums that are raiſed to ſupport the 
private Exigency of each Province; and conſe- 
quently to give an Account of the national Debt 


of France, we muſt not only take in the Eſtimate 


of what is owing by the King, but alſo what Debts 
are owing by each Province, and by every Town 
and Community within that Province : Theſe Par- 
ticulars, however minute, are Objects which muſt 
be taken into our Views; and then by adding the 
national and provincial Revenues, Expences, and 
Debts together, we ſhall diſcover the accumulated 
Burthens impoſed upon every Inhabitant, and upon 
the Kingdom in general. 

[Theſe provincial Impoſitions, of which I now 
che myſelf to treat, are levied by the Autho- 
rity of the Aſſembly of the States, conſiſting of 
the three Orders, namely, the Eccleſiaſticks, the 
Nobles, and the Tiers Etat or Commonality. The 
Aſſembly of the States both of Provence and Ian- 


guedoc Sh annually, That of Provence in No- 


vember at Lambeſc; and that of Languedoc in Ofo- 
ber at Montpelier ;,, each of theſe is held by the 
King's Commiſſion to their reſpective Governor, 
or in his Abſence to the Intendant. The Meeting 
is opened by reading the Lettres de Cachet and 
Patentes of the King, ſignifying the Reaſons and 
Neceſſity of his demanding the Continuance of the 
uſual Don Gratuit, which is immediately and una- 
nimouſly voted, in the politeſt Terms of Duty, 
Zeal and Loyalty. After which the W 

% e 
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de Pays, who are the General Provincial Agents, 
deliver in the Accounts they have received from 
the Conſuls of each Community, in which are 
ſtated the Accounts 'of the laſt Year, and what 
Sums are wanted for the next; including the 
Charges for repairing the Highways, the Intereſt 
of their Debts, the Salaries of their Officers, and 
other neceſſary and incidental Expences ; all which 
being ſtated and added to the Sum demanded for 
the Don Gratuit, they vote the Whole to be ne- 
ceſſary, and then compute how much muſt be 
impoſed upon each Community to amount to that 
Sum, of which they afterwards make a Repar- 
tition, to anſwer all the ſeveral Purpoſes ; and 
which impoſt, raiſed by this Authority, is fre- 
quently varied, like the Land Tax in England, 
according to the different Exigencies of each Year. 

The General Aſſembly, after having thus voted 
the Sum Total to be raiſed, proportion the Share 
each Community is to pay towards it; and the 
Communities collect what is ſo impoſed by a Rate 
on their contributary Lands. In entring therefore 
into a particular Deſcription of the Manner in which 
theſe Rates are collected, I muſt take Notice that 
Provence, of which Aix is the Capital; or to ſpeak 
conſtitutionally,. that the Generalite of Aix, is di- 


vided into 22 Vigueries or Magiſtracies, like the 
* Diviſions of Hundreds in the Counties of Eug- 


land; each Viguerie is again ſubdivided into ſe- 
veral Feus, a Term derived from Feodum, being 
the antient Tenure of their Lands, and ſignifying 
the Value and not the Extent of their different 
Parcels. So alſo the Province of Languedoc is firſt 
of all, on account of its Extent, divided into two 
Generalites, diſtinguiſhed by the Names of the 


Upper 


; 
. 
: 
: 
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Upper and Lower Languedoc: The Upper is divi- 
ded into eleven Dioceſſes; the Lower into twelve; 
and theſe again into Communities; and the Com- 
munities into leſſer Parcels of Land rated accord- 
ing to their annual Value. 

Theſe contributory Lands in Provence, as 1 
mentioned before, are called Feus, the Number of 
which in the Whole amounts to 3032, and the 
Extent and Share of each at a certain eſtimated 
Rate, is fixed and regiſtered in a'Book which is 
called the Afonagement of the Province: But ache 
this Method of Taxation, at ſo much per Fer, is 
fed and determinate, yet i hs Value of a Fen is 
very uncertain, from the Uncertainty there is of 
the yearly Income of the Parcel of Land that comes 
under that Denomination ; which being a fictitious 
Meafure, differs in every Community, like the 
real Weights and Meaſures thro all Farce; 
for this Regitry having been made long ago by 
Commiſſa their own appointing, Methods 
were then taken, not unknown to ſome Countries 
in England, of eſtimating their Lands at an under 
Rate, and the Tax was fixed only upon the Value 
ſo regiſtered. However I was informed by thoſe 
who had Opportunities of knowing the annual 
Income of certain Diſtricts, that by dividing the 
Sum Totat of that annual Income 5 the Number 
of Feus it was charged with, each Fez might be 
eſtimated to be equal to Four Thouſand Five 
Hundred Livres per Annum, or near 200 J. a Year: 
A Tax therefore of Five Hundred and Fifty Livres, 
or 24 J. Sterling on ſuch an annual Income, which 
was the uſual Tax before the laſt War, would be 
ſomething more than two Shillings in the Pound 
e Tax in England, rated to the full. But ha- 
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Ving obſerved above, that theſe Eſtates are regi- 
ſtered under their Value, we may ſuppoſe ſuch a 
Tax not to exceed one Shilling in the Pound out 
of their real Value. | 
But in Languedoc, where the Lands are not rated 
by any ancient regiſtered Value, the Proportion 
that each Parcel is to pay is annually ſettled by 
Commiſſaries appointed ex parte on the Behalf of 
the King, and on Behalf of the Communities, who 
hold their Afeetes, or Sittings for one Month after 
the General Aſſembly is broke up, to make the 
RNeſerche, or after Enquiry into the advanced 
: Rents and Profits of the Lands in each Diſtrict; 
and to raiſe their Tax accordingly. The Tax thus 
| proportioned, is ſettled by what is called the Com- 
Poix or Cadaſtre, which is the nominal Meaſure of 
the Value of each Parcel, the Sum Totals of which 
being caſt up in every Community, by Livres, 
Sols, and Deniers, is from thence called their Ali- 
+ wrement, which the Conſuls of each Community 


account for to the Magiſtrates of the Dioceſs ; and 


theſe account for what is raiſed in their reſpective 
Dioceſſes to the Treaſurer General of the Pro 
vince, by whom the Value of. each contributory 
Land, and the Rate it pays, is each Year regiſtered 
in a Book called the Terrier of the Province. This 
Method of annually raiſing the Taxes on their 
\ Lands, to the annual Encreafe of their Profits, is 
practiſed even with Rigour in all the other Gege- 
ralites of France, that go under the Denomination 
of the Pays d' Elections. Strange Policy! tending 
to diſcourage all Induſtry ; to prevent all Improve- 
ments; and even to leſſen the Revenues which it 
} pretends to encreaſe : Laſtly, from hence we ſhall 
find, that as the Compoix, or Valuation of their 
1 * B Eſtates, 


10 
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or Reſolutions on the Impoſitions they think pro- 
po to raiſe ; ſo that a Stranger muſt deen on 
earſays, or Manuſcript Accounts, formed on Con- 
JeEtures ſo vague and ſo different from one ano- 
ther, that we cannot venture to depend on any; 
and what I ſhall preſume to offer, will be ſuch only 
as ye to be the leaſt exaggerated. 
ilft with regard to Provence, we go upon 
more ſure Ground, inaſmuch as the Aſſembly of 
the States publiſh every Year what is entitled the 
Cayer of their Deliberations, being the Minutes of 
their Debates and Reſolutions, with a more ample 
and circumſtantial Detail than what are printed of 
our parliamentary 3 in the Votes of the 
Houſe of Commons. Theſe Cayers I have now 
before me for the ſeveral Periods of Years I pro- 
poſe to examine; which I can ſafely refer to as my 
ouchers, being aſſured that every Account of 
ſuch a diſtant Country will be the more ſatisfac- 
tory, when thus authenticated by its own original 
Records. 7 | | 
And now without any farther Explanations, 
fearing 1 have been too tedious in what I have 
already attempted, I ſhall proceed to examine what 
has been the actual Amount of theſe Revenues; 
What Differences have happened as to their En- 
creaſe or Decreaſe ; and what has been the Cauſe 
of that Difference during the Periods of Time pro- 
poſed in the Beginning of this Diſcourſe; And 
accordingly ſhall begin with a Relation of what 
were raiſed in the Years immediately preceding 
the laſt War, that is, from 1740 to 1744. 


Ar 


n] 
At the Aſſembly of the States of Provence, held 
at Lambeſc in November 1740, after the uſual Time 
taken up in reading the Orders for hearing Maſs 
taking the Oaths; and receiving the Excuſes from 
| thoſe who were abſent, Fe. M*. La Tour, Firſt 
\ Preſident and Intendant, in the Abſence of Duke 
die Villars, Governor of the Province, remitted the. 
King's Letters de Cachet and Patent, dated at Fon- 
: tainbleau the 12th and 16th of October preceding, 
ſignifying his Majeſty's Orders for convoking the 
Aſſembly, that it might provide for the neceſſary 
Affairs of the Province, and particularly for the 
Impoſition of the Sum of Seven Hundred Thou- 
- ſand Livres, as the Don Gratuit, &c. which Sum, 
" amounting to 30,625 J. Sterling, was thereupon 
unanimouſly granted; and the Aſſembly having at 
their ſubſequent Meetings examined the Accounts 
of all the other ory Expences relating to their 
Province, voted, That for the defraying the Whole, 
the Sum of 550 Livres ſhould be impoſed on each 
Feu, according to the Repartition made thereof, 
the Particulars of which it is unneceſſary here to 
fet down. Let it ſuffice to obſerve, that no far- 
ther Proviſions or Taxes were at that Time re- 
quired, than what might ſatisfy the uſual and or- 
dinary Expences of the Province; which Impo- 
fition of 550 Livres per Feu, levied on the 


3032 Feus, the Total Number in the Province 


* amounted to One Million Six Hundred Sixty Se- 
ven Thouſand Fqur Hyndred Livres, or 72,948 /. 
Sterling. | 

At the Aſſembly of the States of Languedoc, held 

the ſame Year at Montpelier in the Month of O#«- 

Ver, I find the Sum of Four Millions Six Hun- 
dred Thouſand Livres, que! to 201,250 J. Sterling, 
2 {cr 


| 
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ſet down as voted to anſwer the King's Don Gratuit, 
and all the other Expences of their Province. 
Should it be aſked how it comes to paſs that this 
Province, which is little more than half as big as 
the other above mentioned, ſhould yet raiſe a Re- 
venue almoſt three Times as high? I am to an- 
ſwer, that the Difference doth not ariſe from their 
greater Proportion of provincial Expences, but 
from its granting a larger Sum by way of Don 
Gratuit to the King. For as Provence compounds 
for that Demand by the annual Sum of Seven Hun- 
dred Thouſand Livres, or 30,625 J. Sterling, Lan- 
£uedoc remits no leſs than Three Millions of Livres, 
or 131, 250 J. Sterling, as it includes under this Ar- 
ticle, ſome other Compoſitions for Duties to which 
it was antiently liable. And we are to obſerve, 
that both the Provinces in raiſing their Don Gratuit, 
are permitted to impoſe rather more under that 
Denomination than what is demanded by the King; 
and after accounting to his Majeſty for the nett 
Sum due by the Compoſition, the Overplus is 
reſerved, as well to pay the Charges of Collecting, 
as to make a Fund for the Diſcharge of other inci- 
dental Expences. In this Manner the uſual pro- 
vincial Revenues, or County Rates, were levied in 
theſe Provinces ; which, in 1740 and 1741, re- 
ſpectively each Year, amounted to about the Sums 
here put down, namely, 
In es Livres. „ th. 
For the Provinci 
23 "+ 967,400 42,323 15 
For the King's Don 
Gratuit — 


700,000 30,625 0oQ 


1,667,400 72. 948 15 


In 


E241 


Livres. 3 


In Languedoc, 
For the Provincial 
Expences — 


ee, eee es 


1,600,000 70,000 


O0 


u 


4,600,000 201,250 00 


But in 1742, France being engaged jointly with 


Spain in a War againſt the Queen of Hungary and 
the King of Sardinia, concerning the Right to ſome 


Territories in Taly, his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty was 
+ obliged to demand the Capitation and Dixieme; 


* Taxes which ought only to be levied in Time of 
War; and being raiſed ſolely by Virtue of the 


| King's Edict, and the Prece 


pt of the Intendant, 
are never mentioned in the Aſſembly of the States. 
But yet both theſe Provinces agree to ſatisfy theſe 


Taxes to the King by a Compoſition, as they do 
the Don Gratuit : Provence agreeing to pay 30,0007, 
and Languedoc about 40,000 J. Sterling for each, 


being permitted to raiſe thoſe Sums by Impoſitions 
of their own, together with an Overplus to defray 
the Expence of Collecting. Add to theſe, the ſe- 


_ veral other Military Impoſitions, which, as the War 


- 
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began to be carried on with Vigour, were levied 
throughout the Kingdom, to anſwer the additional 
Expences, particularly by the March both of the 
French and Spaniſh Troops through theſe Provinces 
in their Way to [taly. Of theſe Expences how- 
ever they were able then to pay their Share, by the 


Help of the Supplies which accrued from the be- 


 neficial Exportation of their luxurious Products to 


the Northern Powers, and of their Manufactures 
to the Levant, and other Parts of Tyrky, as alſo to 


Martinico, 


[14] 
Martinica, St. Domingo, and the Weſtern Iſlands ; 
their Merchants and Brokers gaining their Mil- 
lions of Livres by a Commerce and Navigation, 
hitherto free and uninterrupted by the Exgliſb Navy. 
But unhappily for thoſe chat were engaged in this 
Commerce, and thoſe who had any Dependance 
on it, War was proclaimed againſt England, by 
the Inſtigation of another Power, on the 14th of 
March 1744. | h | 
Let us now examine what Alterations theſe 
Provinces ſuffered from that Period till the Preli- 
minaries of the Peace were ſigned at Aix la Cha- 
pelle in April 1748. | 43 
This is the moſt intereſting Period for us to ex- 
amine, wherein we ſhall find what Diſtreſs theſe 
Southern Provinces were reduced to by being en- 
gaged in a War with England; having as much to 
lofe at Sea as at Land, they felt the fad Effects 
in bath Parts: Our taking their Ships and Cargoes 
_ occaſioned their firſt Loſs; our cruiſing after others 
obſtructed future Gain. Hence a Decay of Trade 
a Stop to Manufactures; and a Want of Money and 
Credit. Want of Money and Credit decreafed 
their Revenues, and this of Courſe reduced their 
Strength: So that whilſt there was on the one Hand 
a Neceflity of augmenting their Expences, there 
appeared on the other a Diminution of the Sources 
from whence: they. were to be ſupplied. Such 
were the Confequences to which theſe Provinces 
were reduced ſoon after the Commencement of the 
laſt War; and as their annual Expences could 
not be fupplied by their annual Revenues, Rights 
were infringed, Debts contracted, and Diſputes 
created amongſt themſelves, which laſted even 
longer than the War with their common * 
us 
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* bly at once came to a Reſolution, that the Amount 
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Thus it appears, that in 1744, being the firſt 


'Year after the War was proclaimed againſt England, 


the French King being then with his Army in Ger- 
many, dated his Letters from the Head Quarters 
of his Camp, to the Aſſembly. of the States of Pro- 
vence, met as uſual the Beginning of November; 
wherein his Majeſty ſets forth, that che Tenderneſs 
he had for his Subje&s had oppoſed itfelf to his en- 

aging into & War, which might endanger ther 
Repo e, their Fortunes and their Lives ; but being 
obliged at length to enter into it, he was willing at 
leaſt to ſhare the Weight of it with them. He had 
been ſeen to march at the Head of his Troops, to 


brave the ſame Dangers, and undergo thoſe Fatigues, 


to Which he had near fallen a Victim. — This 
alludes to the King's Illneſs at Metz, from which 
his Majeſty was juſt at that Time recovered.— 
The Letter then proceeds in the uſual Form, in 
the firſt Place to demand the Don Gratuit, &c. 
which the Aſſembly granted, with Profeſſions of 
their conſulting only their Zeal for his Majeſty's 
Service, without attending to the Burthens with 
which their Country was overcharged. But at their 
Meetings afterwards, when the Intendant read to 
them his Majeſty's farther Inſtructions, not onl 

for providing the accuſtomed Payments for the 
Repairs of their Fortifications, Highways, and 
Bridges, and the Expences of their Militia ; but 


that it was alſo expected they ſhould make ſome 


extraordinary Proviſions for the Expences that had 


accrued intheir Province on account of Wood, and 
Straw, and Firing, for the Encampment of the 


Troops during their March into 7aly, the Aſſem- 


of 
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of that Expence was not to be provided by the Pro- 
vince, but only to be liquidated and ſtated, in order 
to make a Demand on his Majeſty to reimburſe all 
that the ſeveral Communities had or ſhould furniſh 
on account of the Army, agreeably to the antien* 
Practice of other Years, as therein recited : For it 
may be remembered, I have already mentioned the 
Privilege this Province claims of being exempted 
from providing the Etapes for the King's Troo 

marching through or quartered within any of its 
Communities. This Privilege, although confirmed 
by an Edict in the Month of March 1661, had in- 
deed been infringed in the Year 1719 but by an 
Arret of Council, dated the 28th of March in the 
ſame-Year, they were allowed to redeem it again on 
the Payment of One Hundred and Fifty Thouſand 
Livres, or 6561 J. a Year in Time of Peace, and 
Two Hundred Thouſand Livres, or 87501. a Year 
in Time of War. Therefore, to anſwer this Com- 
polition, and ſome other extraordinary Expences, 
on Account of the Militia, and the Repairs of 
Highways, Sc. they were obliged to raiſe their 
provincial Impoſitions from 550 to 725 Livres 
per Feu, which produced Two Millions One Hun- 
dred Ninety Eight Thouſand TwoHundred Livres, 
or 96,170 J. Sterling for the Year, which in the 
preceding Years I have ſhewn were ſatisfied by the 
Sum of 72, 948 J. the Difference therefore was an 


additional County Rate on this Province; whilſt . 


at the ſame Time the Communities were obliged, 
contrary to the Privilege of an Exemption which 


they claimed, to maintain the King's Troops by - 
extraordinary Sums, which they could no other 


ways raiſe, than by borrowing on their own Secu- 
. rity 3 
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rity, which extraordinary Expences not being pro- 
vided for by any annual Revenue, remained, as 
{ we ſhall ſee hereafter, to be encreaſed from Year 
to Year, till they became a Debt too great for 
either the Communities or the Province to pay. 

It is not to be ſuppoſed that the Eſtates in Lan- 
guedoc were charged in Proportion with an equal 
Encreaſe of provincial Expences, as they were not 
'fo near the Seat of War; nor was there the like 
Number of Troops marching through their Terri- 
' tories; and ſuch as did, being chiefly Spaniſh, paid 

: dearly for all their Forage and Proviſions ; beſides 
they had no Right infringed thereby, having no 
Privilege to be exempt from the Etape, tho! 
( by ſeveral Edifts paſſed in their Favour, they are 
only to furniſh a certain limited Quantity of Pro- 
viſions. But then they were equally diſtreſſed by 
the Interruption of Trade, particularly of the Le- 
- vant Trade from Marſeilles, on which the Subſiſt- 
” ance of ſo many of their People in the Cloth Ma- 
nufactures moſtly depended. Add to this, the 
Stop that was put to the Exportation of their 
Wines, Oils, and other Products, at the Port of 
Cette. | 
It is obvious from hence, how greatly a Maritime 
Power muſt be affected by being engaged in a 
War with a ſuperior Maritime Power. Loſs of 
Trade, and Diminution of Revenues, I have al- 
ready mentioned as the general Conſequences, to 
which we muſt now add the more particular Di- 
ſtreſs theſe Southern Provinces ſuffered from their 
Peculiar Situation and Circumſtances. Concerning 


+ this, it will be moſt material for us to enquire 
into the State of Provence, as it contains the two 


chief Maritime Ports in thoſe Parts; that of Mar- 
C ſeilles 
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feilles noted for its Commerce; and the other of 
Toulon renowned for its Naval Strength. And as 
this Province itſelf was moſt affeted and annoyed 
by the Engliſh Fleet ſtationed on its Coaſts, and 
which reduced the Inhabitants in a few Years to 
ſuch an Extremity of Diſtreſs, not only from the 
Loſs of Trade, but from the Want of Corn, and 
the Dread of a Famine, as to oblige them to ſue 
to the King for that Redreſs which could no other- 
wiſe be procured than by his ſpeedily agreeing to 
the Concluſion of a Peace. All which we ſhall 
preſently ſee manifeſted by their own Memorials 
and Repreſentations, from whoſe original Vouchers 
the following Narrative is chiefly compiled. 

I have already taken Notice of the Dependency 
of theſe People upon a foreign Supply for moſt of 
the Neceſſaries of Life. This Supply we may 
imagine, after the Year 1744, when the War was 
become univerſal, was greatly interrupted by Land, 
and almoſt totally prevented by Sea; for the Eng- 
liſb Fleet had now ſpread itſelf, and as their Peo- 
ple- expreſſed it, covered the Mediterranean : The 
Allied Army on that Side, encouraged by our 
Aſſiſtance, exerted their Force, and inſtead of be- 
ing on the Defenſive, to ſecure their own Domi- 
nions in aly, proceeded into this Province, and 
threatned to beſiege Toulon. This it is well known 
occaſioned an extraordinary March of great Num- 
bers of French Troops from other Parts, who paſ- 
ſing through the Country, made a vaſt Conſump- 
tion of every Kind of Proviſions. Vaſt Demands 
muſt cauſe a Scarcity; Scarcity muſt encreaſe the 
Price of Living; and Dearneſs of Living will al- 
ways be attended with Complaints from the Inha- 
bitants. When Individuals ſuffer, the Publick 

becomes 
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becomes intereſted to relieve them, or the whole 
Community will grow deſperate. Applications 
therefore being made ro the Government, the Go. 
vernment was obliged to interpoſe. And fince 
theſe Difficulties had no ſmall Influence on the 
publick Meaſures, 1 ſhall take the Liberty of be- 
ing more explicit in my Account of the various 


- Cauſes from whence they proceeded, 


3 OE 


The firſt Grievance, and which is generally felt 


the firſt, aroſe from the Scarcity and Dearneſs of 


Proviſions. To prevent this as far as poſſible, it 
is cuſtomary in almoſt all the great Cities and 
Communities in France, to lett out the Sale of 
Meat and Flour to Undertakers, who, on paying 


* a certain annual Sum, are to have the excluſive 


Privilege of ſelling theſe Proviſions, for a Term 
of Years, on Condition that they provide a ſuffi- 
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cient Quantity, and deliver them at a certain Price, 
which is fixed as low as it can be ſuppoſed to be 
afforded, according to the apparent Plenty. Thus 
for Example, the Community of Marſeilles in 1740, 
leaſed out their Butchery to Undertakers for the 
Term of fix Years, upon Condition that they 
ſhould provide and fell a ſufficient Quantity of 
Meat at the Rate of 3 Sols a Pound for Beet, and 
4 Sols a Pound for Mutton. Theſe Conditions 
were performed with ſome Profits to the Fermiers 
for the firſt Year or two of their Leaſe ; but the 
unexpeAed Continuance of the War, began by 
Degrees to deprive them of their former Gains, 
and afterwards to occaſion a conſiderable Loſs: 
For the Spaniſh Troops marching through Lan- 
gurdoc, and the French through Dauphiny, in their 
Way to this Province, previouſly confumed the 
Proviſions, which were uſually bought up in thoſe 

C-2 Places 
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Places to ſupply this Part; in Coniequence of 
which, the Price of Sheep and Cattle roſe ſo much, 
that the Meat, which might ſometime before be 
bought at three Sols per Pound, now ſtood them 
in ſeven or eight Sols per Pound; yet they were 
obliged to abide by their original Contract, inſo- 
much that upon caſting up their Accounts at the 
latter End of the Year 1744, ſome Months after 
the Commencement of the War with England, they 
proved, by a Memorial offered to the Conſuls of the 
City, that their Loſs amounted to no leſs than 
Two Hundred Twenty Seven Thouſand Livres, 
or 9,931 J. Sterling, beſides the ſinking of all their 
former Gains; and therefore humbly prayed to be 
indemnified for the paſt, and to have their Con- 
tract vacated for the Future. Receiving no ſatiſ- 
factory Anſwer from this Quarter, they thought 
they had ſome equitable Pretenſions of applying to 
the Miniſtry above, upon the Suggeſtion that their 
Loſs was chiefly occaſioned by the extraordinary 
Quantity of Proviſions demanded for his Majeſty's 
Troops : Their Petition here was in Part granted 
by vacat ng their Term, and allowing them a 
Reimburſement of Two Hundred Thouſand Livres, 
or 8, 730 J. Sterling, which the Community of 
Marſeilles was ordered to raiſe and pay; it being 
the Method in France, to eaſe one Subject by lay- 
ing a Load on another, and the Equity of this 
Ordinance was juſtified, on behalf of the King, 
by alledging that the Troops being ſent to protect 
their Community, it was but reaſonable they ſhould 
repair the private Loſſes ſuſtained by Particulars; 
eſpecially ſince the Loſs of theſe Contractors, was 


occaſioned by ſelling Proviſions at an under Rate, of 1 


which 


* N Gs . * * gt! 3 


a 
* 

: 
0 


{ 21 ] 
which they who were the Buyers had hitherto re- 
ceived the Benefit. | | a 
However, to make ſome amends, a new Ferme 
was conſtituted. and granted to the Magiſtracy ot 


7 


Marſeilles, who in the Name of their Conſuls, had 


the ſole Privilege of ſelling the Meat at one Sol 


per Pound Advance, over the real Price it ſhould 


coſt them. This Ferme produced to the Town, 


Ka 4 « pe - 


' communibus annis, about Three Hundred and Twen- 


ty Thouſand Livres, or 13 990 J. Sterling; but 
the individual Inhabitants at the ſame Time ſuffer- 
ed in their private Expences, by being obliged to 
pay one Sol per Pound for their Meat, over and 
above the Market Price in other Places of their 
Neighbourhood. | 


The Fermiers at Marſeilles having ſucceeded ſo 


well, many who were under the like Contract with 


other Communities, and had ſuffered in the ſame 
Manner, made their Applications alſo to have their 
Contracts vacated, or ſome . Indemnification for 


their Loſs ; but as this muſt have been attended 
with Dearneſs of Proviſions in the very Places 


through which the French and Spaniſh Troops were 


to march to and from J1taly, their Petitions were 


rejected. The Undertakers when they firſt con- 
tracted were rich and able, and it was thought 
better Policy, that they ſhould ſuffer a Loſs, than 
that the marching Regiments, as well as the Inha- 
bitants, ſhould feel the Want: This laſted but a 
little While, for when the Undertakers broke, their 
Contracts were vacated of Courſe. | 

I have been particular in mentioning theſe Cir- 
cumſtances, that we might hence. form a Notion 


of their Diſtreſs with regard to the Dearneſs of Pro- 


viſions of every Kind; but their Diſtreſs ariſing 
from 
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from the Want of Corn, as it was moſt Univerſal, 
and had like to have proved the moſt Fatal, de- 
mands a yet more ample Deſcription. On this 
Article we know depends the Supply of Bread, 
juſtly eſteemed the firſt and moſt neceſſary Article 
of Life; and yet Provence produces in a whole 
Year no more Corn than what will ſuffice to ſup- 
port the Inhabitants for three Months. The bettet 
therefore to facilitate a foreign Supply, the African 


Company eftabliſhed at Marſeilles, has a Grant of 


the excluſive Privilege of importing Corn from 
the Coaſt 'of Barbary, upon Condition of never 
having leſs than 20,006 Charges, which is about 


12,000 Quarters Engliſh Meaſure, of Wheat at a 


Time, in their publick Magazine. To fulfil this 


Obligation, the Company has ſeveral Settlements 
on the oppoſite Coaſts of Barbary, where they buy 


Corn from Time to Time, and tranſport it as it 
1s wanted to their general Magazine, from whence 
It is delivered to all the adjacent Parts, not without 
conſiderable Gain to themſelves. 1 

Being therefore thus dependent on a foreign 


Supply, it may eaſily be imagined how greatly they 
were diſtreſſed by a War with a ſuperior Power 
at Sea, capable of intercepting that Supply. And 
to Aeon rase at once how ſenſible they were of 


their Dependence on us for this Proviſion, I was 
told that on the very Day War was proclaimed at 
Marſeilles againft England, the Price of Corn rofe 
Six Livres in the Charge, which is near equal to 
to 105. a Quarter in England, The Price there- 


fore of Corn being at that Time 20 Livres a 
Charge, roſe at once to 26, and ſoon after to 30, 


and ſo on till it advanced to 40 Livres a Charge, 
which is about 31. 105. a Quarter, or 18 J. Ster- 
| ling 
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hiag a Load. Nor need we be ſurpriſed at this 
> Pearneſs, ſince none could be brought from Sicily 
or Naples but by Stealth in Tartanes or Coaſting 
* Feluccas; nor was the African Company able to 
| repleniſh their Magazines, according to the Terms 

on which their Privilege was granted, ſince our 
| Fleet was ſo ftationed as to cut off the direct 
Communication to their Settlements on the oppo- 
ſite Coaſts of Barbary, 

This Circumſtance deſerves ſome Attention, and 
| I ſhall take Occaſion hereafter to offer ſome Pro- 
poſals upon it. 
It being ſo difficult to procure Corn from Abroad, 
thoſe who had it at Home were anxious in hoarding 
it up, ſo that little being brought to Market, a Fa- 
mine was dreaded even before there was any real 
> Hazard of it. This obliged the Conſuls of the ſe- 
veral Communities to apply to the Provincial A- 
gents; and the Provincial Agents, to the Inten- 
> dant, to take timely Meaſures for preventing ſo 


great an Evil. Whereupon it was determined, that 
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publick Magazines of Corn ſhould be erected in 
= different Parts, to be furniſhed at the Expence of 
the Provincial Cheſt, in order to be ſold out again 
and diſtributed among the Inhabitants. But if there 
was a Difficulty in procuring Corn, there was yet 
a greater in finding Money to pay for it. Appli- 
cations therefore were made to the Miniſtry for ſome 
Indulgence to ſuch as ſhould be willing to lend 
their Money to the provincial Communities for the 
Purchaſe of ſo neceſſary a Proviſion. Accordingly 
Letters Patent were iſſued, allowing an Exemption 


» from the Dixieme upon all Intereſt of Money, thar 


we 


_— 


ſhould be lent to any Community for the Purchaſe 
of Corn. Obſerve that the Dixieme is a Tax of 


about 
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about Two per Cent. upon the Intereſt of every per- 
ſonal Eſtate. Beſides this, the King was further 
pleaſed by his Edict to grant the Aſfembly of the 
States a Liberty of retaining annually a certain Sum 
out of his Don Gratuit, to be employed, one Half 
in paying the Intereſt of any Sums they ſhould 
borrow, and the other Half to remain as a Sinking 
Fund towards the Diſcharge of the Principal. Upon 
this Security, and the Dauceur of high Intereſt, 
with an Exemption from the Dixieme, the Commu— 
nities were enabled to borrow ſeveral Sums, and 
thereby repleniſhed their Magazines with Corn, 
partly from their own Produce, and partly by the 
Aſſiſtance of our good Allies the Dutch, from Na- 
ples and Sicily; a Premium being given on every 
Meaſure of Wheat, or other Grain imported by any 
Neutral Veſſcl. ; 

But theſe Demands for Corn being the greateſt, 
when it was moſt difficult to be procured, it na- 
turally followed that it was e at a high and 


extravagant Rate; and yet the Magiſtrates were 
inſtructed to deliver it out again at ſuch a moderate 


Price, as might ſerve to keep up the Spirits of the 
People, by making them believe they had Plenty 
in Store. For the Government of theſe Provinces 
was at this Time wholly ſupported by Artifice. 
No Corn was to be furniſhed out of their Maga- 
Zines, but by an Order of their Magiſtrates ; no 
ſuch Orders could be obtained without a Certificate 
of the Want of it, and when they were obtained, 
their Validity or Formality were ſure to be que- 


{tioned by the Officers at the Magazines; ſo that the 
People were generally contented to take about Half 


the Quantity thcy came for. In the mean Time 
borrowing upon Intereſt was adding a Burthen 
upon 
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upon the Communities; to have that Intereſt ex- 
empted from the Dixieme was a Diminution to the 
King's Revenue, and to buy dear and ſell cheap 
was a dead Loſs upon the Province. All this 
while the immenſe Conſumption that was made by 
the Army and its numerous Suite, both drained 
their Magazines and emptied their Treaſure ; for 
+ inſtead of employing the Money the Corn was fold 
for in a Circle towards repurchaſing more, it was 
from Time to Time drilled away to ſatisfy other 
- Demands that were occaſioned by the War. Add 
| to this the ſeverer Methods taken by our Fleet to 
prevent the Dutch from ſupplying them any more, 
and the two bad Harveſts that happened in the 

Tears 1746 and 1747. 
This was the more ſevere after the Damages they 
had received by the Forage demanded both by the 
French and Spaniſh Troops. They ſuffered greatly 
by their own in the Year 1745, but yet infinitely 
more from the Contributions Jevied by the Enemy's 
Troops in 1746. It is well remembred, that in 
the Month of November in that ſame Year, the 
Allied Army under Count Brown, having paſſed 
the Yar, was advanced upon the Frontiers of Pro- 
vence, and there continued until the Month of 
February next enſuing ; during which Time we 
may conceive what Loſſes were created by the 
Exactions of Money; pillaging of Houſes ; cutting 
down Olive Trees and Vineyards; and all the 
other Ravages uſually committed by a plundering 
Army. And whilſt the Allied Army thus invaded 
them on one Side, and their own Troops were 
> marching to oppoſe it on the other, the Engliſb 
1 Fleet was cruiſing all along the Coaſts to hinder 
J D | any 
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any Supplies by Sea; ſo that what with Contribu- 
tions levied by the Troops of the Enemy, and 
the Subſiſtence demanded by their own, the native 
Inhabitants ſeemed to be left to ſtarve between 
both. | | 

This Want of a Foreign Supply obliged the 
King to erect a Military Magazine of Corn near 
Arles, for the ſole Uſe of the Army, which was 
ſupplied from the Inland Parts of the Kingdom 
at a vaſt Expence of Carriage. But the Magiſtrates 
finding they could not much longer conceal the 
Scarcity of theirs, made preſſing Applications to 
have a Supply out of the Magazine deſigned for 


the Troops. They repreſented to the Minifter of 


War, that, without this Aſſiſtance, . the People 
would ſtarve. The King's Commiſſaries on the 
other Hand repreſented, That if ſuch Aſſiſtance 
was granted to the People, the Troops would 
ſtarve. This was a terrible Dilemma for a King 
to be driven to; but he cleared himſelf of it, by 
ordering his Miniſters, juſt at that Criſis of Time, 
to ſign the Preliminaries of Peace, which were 
accordingly ſigned at Aix la Chapelle on the goth 
of April 1748. 

We are now laſtly to conſider in what Condition 
theſe Provinces were left, upon the Reſtoration of 
Peace, and what Meaſures were taken in Conſe- 
quence of it. 


From what has been related, it may be imagined 


that the News of Peace was extremely welcome 


in theſe Parts. I was aſſured by ſeveral People of 
different Ranks of Life, that had it been poſtponed 
a Month longer, there would have been a Danger 
ol an Infurrection in all their Maritime Provinces. - 


Let 
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Let us now ſee what Meaſures were taken as well 
to repair their Loſſes, as to redreſs their Grie- 


* vance. 


If we would now compare the State of theſe Pro- 


vinces immediately after the War, to what they 


{ 
* 


were immediately before, we may firſt judge of 
the Difference by the different Prices of the neceſ- 


fary Proviſions : The Particulars of which I have 


put in oppoſite Columns, that they may be ſeen 


together in one View. 


j 
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Price of Proviſions before Price of Proviſions 
- the Mar. after the War. 

Liv, Soli. Liv. Sof. 
Wheat per Charge - 22 00 Wheat ditto - 42 00 
Rye per Charge 13 00 Rye ditto - - 25 00 
Oats per Load - 14 oo Oats ditto - - 22 00 
Hay per Quintal - 1 16 Hay ditto - - 3 15 
Bread per Pound: - 00 2 Bread ditto - - 00 5 
Mutton per Pound - 60 4 Mutton ditto - 00 9g 
Beef per Pound o 3 Beet ditto - - 00 8 


However, . the Diſtreſs on this Account, tho? it 
was the moſt Extream, was the ſooneft relieved ; 
and it is to be hoped not without ſome conſider- 
able Advantage on our Side, by the Supply of our 
Corn exported at different Times from ſeveral 
Parts of England. Here permit me to remark, 


That finiſhing the War by thus diſtreſſing the 
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the War. 


Enemy, procured a double Advantage to our own 
Country: Firſt, as we cauſed the Diſtreſs ; and 


next, as we relieved itz being happily enabled 
to ſupply the Want upon the Concluſion of the 
Peace, which we ourſclves had occaſioned during 
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As I was frequently at Marſeilles ſoon after the 


Time that the Engliſb Ships laden with Engliſh Corn 


were permitted, in purſuance of the Preliminary 


Articles of the Peace, to enter. that Port, I had an 


Opportunity of obſerving the Advantages we then 
made, and may make again, by the Exportation 


of our Corn at ſo critical a Junfture. Fer I found 


the high Price of Wheat was kept up many Months 


after the War was over, occaſioned by the extra- 


ordinary Demands equally ſubſiſting even on Ac- 
count of the Peace, For now there was a Recall 
of the Troops from Hay to march Home and be 
difbanded. Regiments accordingly were paſſing 
ſucceſſively through Provence. during all the Sum- 


mer, and great Part of the ſucceeding Winter. I 


iometimes ſaw three Battallions entering at one 
Gate at Aix, whilſt the like Number was going 
our at another. The publick Bureau alſo being 
fixed here for the Military Eſtabliſhment, made 
up as it were another Army of Civil Officers, con- 
ſiſting of Contractors, Victuallers, Clerks, Com- 
miſſarics, Agents, Sc. with Numbers of Horſes, 
Mules, and Attendants, to conduct the Equipages. 
All theſe, it may be imagined, occaſioned ſuch a 


Conſumption of Proviſions, as naturally augmented 


the Price. 
But the Price of Corn was yet again artificially 


raiſed by Combinations amongſt the Dealers. A 
Circumſtance which in the Sale of ſo neceſſary a 


Proviſion of Life, deſerves the ſevereſt Animad- 


verſion. For whether the Merchants Abroad take 


the Adventure upon themſelves, and the Corn- 


factors in England buy only by Commiſſion or 
whether our Cornfactors are chiefly concerned in 
the Cargoes, and the Merchants at the foreign Port 
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ſell by Commiſſion, the Trade being carried on by 
both theſe Methods, yet the Farmer in England, 
and the Conſumer Abroad, are either Way made 
the Dupes of theſe intermediate Dealers; a People 
ever Dextrous in turning a publick Calamity. to 


their own private Advantage. And ſo it was that 


the Merchants at Marſeilles, upon the firſt foreign 
- Supply of Corn, were as flow in delivering, as 


> others were haſty in demanding it. This firſt Sup- 


} 


3 ſels, after being ready to fail from our own Ports, 


ply indeed came in by little at a Time in ſmall 
Veſſels from Naples, Sicily, Barbary, and ſeveral 
Parts of the Archipelago; to which we may add 


the Mediterranean when the News of Peace arrived, 
immediately made a Trip to the Levant, and 


| brought back a moſt timely and profitable Freight. 
- But it may ſeem amazing, that during the firſt 
three Months after the War, not above two Eng- 
» liſh Ships appeared in this Harbour, who coming 
in about the latter End of Fuly, diſpoſed of their 


Lading at a moſt immenſe Profit. This Delay in 


not being diſpatched ſooner, might poſſibly be owing 
to the common Artifice of the Engliſh Factors, who 


combining together, were as ſlow in buying, in 
order to keep down the Price in this Country, as 


their Agents at Marſeilles were flow in ſelling, in 


order to keep it up in thoſe Parts. So that no 
Corn from England, except the above, was brought 


- to that Market until the firſt Week in November 
1748, when about ſeven Engliſh Veſſels came drop- 
ping in one after another. About the Middle of 


the ſame Month, the Number was encreaſed to 


Twelve; and at the latter End I counted Twenty. 


But it happened that many other of our Corn Veſ- 


were 


30. 
were retarded by contrary Winds during the latter 
Part of the Winter; and the frequent Storms that 


happened in that Seaſon, gave riſe to many falſe 


Alarms at theſe foreign Ports, of Ships being loſt, 


and Quantities of Corn ſunk and deſtroyed in the 
Exgliſb Channel, Stories calculated on Purpoſe to 
augment the Price at their own Market. Infomuch 
that the Cargoes which were arrived as above, ha- 


ving been bought in Ergland at 28 5s. per Quarter, 
and by the. Benefit of the Premium exported at 
235, per Quarter, fold at Marſeilles at 42 Livres 


per Charge. Judge then, by the Difference of the 
. Meaſure, and Price together, what an immenſe 
Profit was made. | 


I would not be ſuppoſed from hence to inſinuate 


that we ought ever to deviate from that moſt bene- 
ficial Policy of granting a Bounty upon the Expor- 


tation of our Corn; for although in ſome Inſtances, 


as in this I have juſt mentioned, the Profits by the 


Sale Abroad were ſo great as might call for its Ex- 


portation even without the Aid of the Bounty; yet 


as foreign Merchants chooſe to make the moſt of 


a Market, they certainly will buy where it is cheap- 
eſt, as well as fell where it is deareſt ; conſequently 


therefore if we do not reduce our Price upon Ex- 
portation to as low a Rate as it is ſold for elſewhere, 
our rival Neighbours will obtain the Preferenc 
in the Demand. | | 
Theſe Demands in France were yet the more en- 
creaſed from the additional Want and Diſtreſs of 
their interiour as well as of their maritime Pro- 
vinces ; and accordingly it became neceſſary to ap- 


ply for a Licenſe to tranſmit Corn to the Diſtricts | 
next ad joining. For be it known, that all Traffick 
in Cora is declared countreband in every Part of 


the 
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by Charter Partie to be at a fixed Time at other 
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1 
the French Territories; nor can it be tranſmitted 
from one Province to another without a Permiſſion 
from the Council of State. This Permiſſion being 
therefore now applied for and obtained, opened the 
Drain to pour in a — — Quantity of 8 much 


wanted neceſſary Proviſion into their inland Parts; 


to ſupply which, Numbers of our Ships arrived at 
this Port early in the Spring of 1749, almoſt all 

gether, as they had ſct out together upon the 
Change of the Wind, ſoon after the Winter. At 
which Time, the Appearance of ſo many Cargoes 
in this one Port, though deſtined for other Pro- 


vinces, lowered the Price to the Advantage of the 
Buyers. Dilatory Methods indeed were attempted 
by — of their Merchants, who wanted to poſt- 
pone the landing of what was conſigned to them, 


the Harbour being full, and Warehouſe Room 


Ports to take in their Return Freights, inſiſted on 


an immediate Diſcharge, or elſe entered their Pro- 
? 


teſts, and became intitled ta Demurrage ; ſo that 
ſuch of the Marſeilles Dealers as refuſed to ſell at the 
then Price, converted their very Baſtides, as they 
call their Country Houſes, into Granaries, to lye by 


till the firſt Hurry was over, being aſſured that 


the Market would rife again upon the vaſt Demands 


they yet expected from the interiour Parts of the 


Kingdom. 


Here we may take a more extenſive View of the 
Conſequences of the laſt War, which reached 
farther than the Limits of theſe Provinces, 
to which I have hitherto confined myſelf. This 
be plainly proved from the N —— of Veſſels 

\ and 
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and Quantity of Corn entered at the Port of Mar- 


feilles, from the Time that the Importation was 
tree to the Period I am now ſpeaking of. I ſaw for 
Example 80 Engliſh Corn Ships in that Harbour 
on the 25th of March 1749; and I was informed 
that 50 more had been diſcharged and failed away 
before that Time; ſo that from the 1ſt of November 
1748, to that Day, there had been 130 Engh/ſb 
Ships with Eugliſp Corn conſigned to this Port; 
molt of theſe were from 200 to 300, and many of 
400 Tuns Burthen. As Five Quarters of Corn make 
a Tun, I heard it computed by ſeveral Maſters of 
theſe Veſſels, that one Ship with another brought 
in a Loading of more than 1500 Quarters: 130 
Ships bringing each upon a Medium 1500 Quar- 
ters, will make the Quantity imported from Eng- 
land 195,000 Quarters : And I have ſince been in- 
formed, that in Fact, from the 1ſt of November 
1748, to the latter End of November 1749, both 
incluſive, 380,000 Charges, or 217,000 Quarters 
of Wheat were imported from Great Britain, and 
260,000 Charges. or 148,700 Quarters from Hol- 
land, Naples, Sicily, and the Levant, which makes 
the Whole brought into this Port the firſt Year 
after the War, to amount to 640,000 Charges, or 
365,700 Quarters. Now the Community of Mar- 
ſeilles, in which is included all the Territory about 
it for ſeveral Leagues, conſumes, as appears by the 
Amount of the Exciſe on Flour, not more than 
500 Charges in a Day, which is equal to 290 Quar- 


ters Exgliſo Meaſure. Such a daily Conſumption | 


will only exhauſt 105,850 Quarters in a Year, 


which being deducted from the Quantity imported * 


as above, there muſt remain 259,850 Quarters for 
the Supply of the other adjacent Provinces ; and 


even 
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even more, ſuppoſing that this Community was 
in ſome Meaſure ſubſiſted by the Produce of 
its own Harveſt, How extenſive then muſt be 
their Want, and how happy for us that we were 


able ſo ſoon to ſupply it. 


However, although the Diſtreſs of this Province 
ariſing from ſuch a Want of Corn was ſo ſoon re- 


lieved, yet the Debts, it had incurred, by borrow- 
ing Money to purchaſe it, and the Damages ſuſ- 


© rained by the French and Spaniſh Troops, could not 


be ſo haſtily repaired. From hence they complain 
not only of a heavy Load of Debts, but of an In- 


fringement of their Privileges, of which, as Pays 
d'Etat, they are ever jealous; and concerning 


which they made the loudeſt Remonſtrances : But 
the King ſending an extraordinary Number of 


Troops in great Haſte to protect this Side of his 


; Dominions, had no Time to liſten to Remonſtrances 
about Rights and Privileges. Proviſions and Quar- 
ters were ordered to be immediately found, and 


the Recompence poſtponed to a future Conſidera- 


tion. To this Purpoſe the publick Bureau for the 
Army was eſtabliſhed at Aix. which was therefore 
the general Rendezvous of all the Tribe of Com- 
miſſaries, Contractors, Clerks and Victuallers: 


From thence accordingly were iſſued out the Or- 
ders to the ſeveral Communities to provide the ne- 


ceſſary Etapes and Utenſils. The Expence of which, 
in the Space of Four Years, commencing in 1744, 


and ending in 1747, amounted to upwards of Eight 


Millions of Livres, or 350,000 J. and we may add 
2 upwards of One Million more, or 43,750 J. as we 


ſhall ſee particularly ſtared by and by, for the 
Charges of Hay and Corn demanded by the Cavalry, 
and for the Hire of Mules and Carriages that were 

E preſſed 
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preſſed into the Service to tranſport the Ammuni- 
tion and Artillery belonging to the Army. More- 
over in the Year 1744, great Number of theſe 
Mules periſhed through the Want of Provender 
and the reſt, together with the Carriages, were 
taken at the Siege of Cant: The Loſs of all which 
is brought to the publick Account, the King hav- 
ing engaged to pay after the Rate of One Hundred 
and Twenty Livres, which is about 5 J. 5s. for 
every Mule that ſhould be taken or killed by an 


Enemy, whilſt in his Service. | 
We may imagine at the ſame Time, that ſuch a 


Concourſe of Men and Horſes paſſing over the 
high Roads and publick Bridges muſt occaſion the 
Want of frequent Reparations. The Expence of 
theſe Repairs in Provence for Four Years only, be- 
ginning at 1744, and ending in 1747 inclulive, 
amounted to Four Hundred Forty Nine Thou- 
ſand One Hundred and Thirty Four Livres, or 
19.647 l. 

But beſides repairing the Roads, theſe Provinces 
had an additional Charge impoſed upon them of 
repairing their Fottifications, eſpecially on their 
Frontiers. For it is uſual, when his moſt Chriſtian 


Majeſty undertakes theſe publick Works, for the 


Detence of any particular Place, that he intimates 
to thoſe who have their Lands and Poſſeſſions near 
it, that as it is for their Security the Work is un- 
dertaken, he expects that they ſhould chiefly de- 


fray the Expence of it. Beſides theſe, they were 


ſubject to all the other ordinary Expences of main- 


taining their Milice and the Mzrechauſſte, of pay- > 
ing Salaries to their Officers, of making good paſt 


Deficiencies, and other incidental Charges. 
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If now we were to enter into a particular Eſti- 
mate of all the Expences, Loſſes and Damages theſe 
maritime Provinces incurred by the laſt War, we 
ſhould find them deplorably weakened and reduced 
from their former State. I have heard the Debts in 
Languedoc calculated at a very high Rate ; but as I 
have no proper Vouchers, I ſhall forbear to men- 
tion any Particulars. Provence ſuffered much more, 


as it was the great Thorougfare, both of the French 
and Spaniſh Troops, and had been itſelf invaded 
by the Enemy; and as it was put to more extraor- 


dinary Expences in repairing its Fortifications; thoſe 


of Toulon only in 1747 coſt the Provincial Treaſure 
One Hundred and Twelve Thouſand Livres, or 
4900 J. I cannot preſume to deſcribe all theſe Ca- 
lamities in ſo juſt and ample a Manner as they are 
ſet forth in feverat Memorials offered from Time 
to Time to the French Miniſtry. It was at laſt 


thought neceſſary to collect the Subſtance of theſe 
into one Report, which the Provincial Agents had 
drawn up, in order to be laid before the next enſuing 


Meeting of the States in November 1748, after the 
Peace was declared ; in which Report all the Par- 
ticulars of their former Grievances are recapitu- 
lated, with an Eſtimate of the Debts that were 
incurred thereby. The Reſolutions that were taken 


upon this by the General Aſſembly, and the new 
- Impoſitions that were levied in Purſuance of thoſe 
* Reſolutions, will beſt point out the State of their 
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| Debts and Revenues at this Period. Accordingly, 


having procured the Minutes of all the Proceedings 
at this Aſſembly, I have here ſubjoined, by Way of 
Appendix, an Abſtract of ſuch as relate to the pre- 
ſent Purpoſe ; and muſt beg Leave more particu- 
larly to refer to the Report abovementioned, as it 
contains a circumſtantial Detail of the moſt impor- 
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tant Tranſactions, and affords us a ſure and authen- 
tick Proof, taken out of their own Records, of the 


State and Condition of this Province upon the Con- 


cluſion of the laſt War, and how much it was weak- 
ened and reduced from its former State before the 
Commencement of that War : From hence, there- 
fore, we may compare the Difference, and from 
hence diſcover the Cauſe of that Difference, 

To this Purpoſe, the firſt Object I am to point 
out is the Encreaſe of the Provincial Tax, which, 
in 1740, before the War was declared againſt Eng- 
land, was ſettled at 350 Livres per Feu; in 1744, 
the Year in which War was declared, it roſe to 725 
Livres per Feu; and now in 1748, upon the Con- 
cluſion of the War, it was augmented to 750 Li- 
vres per Fen, as appears by the Minutes of their 
laſt General Afembly : So that their yearly Pro- 
vincial Expence, which I have ſhewn, was ſome- 
rime ago provided for by a County Rate, produc- 
ing One Million Six Hundred Sixty Seven Thou- 
ſand Four Hundred Livres, or 72,948 /. Sterling, 
was now encreaſed at 750 Livres per Feu, to Two 
Millions two Hundred and Seventy Four Thouſand 
Livres, or 99,487 J. 10 5. Sterling. But was this 
all the Difference? and was neither the Province 
nor the Kingdom called upon to anſwer any other 
Demands than what might be ſatisfied by ſuch an 
Encreaſe of Provincial Tax ? So far from it, that 
in examining the ſeveral appropriated Sums accord- 
ing to the Repartition made by the Aſſembly of the 


States in each of the abovementioned Years, it will 


appear that this Encreaſe was chiefly occaſioned to 
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their Militia, and the Intereſt of Debts that had been 
coc tracted in the latter Years for the Purchaſe of 


anſwer the extraordinary Expences of maintaining 


Corn: 
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Corn : But with Regard to all the other Debts, 
which had been contracted during the War, and 


on Account of the War, they were referred to the 


King for Payment, and abſolutely refuſed to be 


brought to their Provincial Account : For we may 
find in the Appendix, by the firſt Reſolutions of 
the Aſſembly of the States, „that an Eſtimate was 


to be drawn up of their Debts in Favour of the 
Communities, in order to requeſt his Majeſty 
( for the Repayment of all that had been expended 
„for the Army.“ It is alſo ſet forth in the Re- 


rt that was made to this Aſſembly, That it 
* would be impoſſible for the Province to provide 
e for theſe Expences but by overburthenſome Im- 
<« poſitions, Sc.“ And therefore they came to a 
Reſolution in Conſequence of this Report, That 
e the moſt humble and reſpectful Inſtances ſhould 
ebe made to His Majeſty for Repayment ;” de- 
claring, that to levy a Tax to ſupply the Deficien- 
cies of even the two preceding Years, and at the 
ſame Time anſwer the current Expences of the en- 
ſuing, would require an exorbitant Sum, which it 
would be impoſſible to raiſe upon the Communi- 
ties : So that the 750 Livres per Feu was impoſed 
to anſwer only the current Service, and the Intereſt 
of Debts that were incurred to ſupport their own 
Provincial Expences : But as to the Intereſt of 
Debts created on Account of the Army, and the 


> Deficiencies of the Revenues in the former Years 


on the like Account, they were poſtponed to be 
afterwards taken into Conſideration, in Hopes that 
the King would ſatisfy the ſame; at leaſt for the 
preſent it was ultimately reſolved by the Aſſembly, 
that in the then exhauſted Condition of their pub- 
lick Cheſt, no other Expedient was practicabſe to 

| anſwer 
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anſwer thoſe Demands, than to have Recourſe to 
their accuſtomed Method of borrowing. But to 


borrow Money at Intereſt, in order to pay the In- 


tereſt of Money borrowed, was acceletating of Ruin 
beyond Redemption. 


That we may be apprized of the total Amount 
of theſe Debts, on which many Diſputes afterwards 


aroſe between the Miniſtry and the States of this 
Province, I have taken the Pains to ſeparate and 
range the ſeveral Items under diſtin Heads of Ex- 
3233 Loſſes and Damages collected from the 

roceedings of their Aſſembly; which being ſet 
down at large in the Appendix, I ſhail only here 
offer the following Summary or Recapitulation of 
the Whole. 


A Recapitulation or Summary of the Debts incurred in 


Provence, on Accouut of the War, as ſtated in 1749. 


i 4 Livres. „ 
o Etaper and Utenſils pro- a 
| ide for the 3 1 8,430, 649 368,840 17 105 
To the Hire of Mules and | 
Carriages, and Loſes 1,302,020 56,998 12 6 

attending the ſame, - - | 
To the Forage for the 

Troops, as well Spaniſh 825,441 36,114 00 10] 

o 
To Contributions, Exact- 
ons, and Damages, 
To Overplus Expences in 


7,586,690 331,917 13 o0 


repairing the Highways, 218,642 9.565 11 9 
cations of Toulon, - - - eee 41900 - 00. o 
To Sums borrowed for the 3,960,000 173,250 00 00 


Purchaſe of Corn, - - - 
To Deficiencies of the 
Revenues for the Years 


1747 and 1748, - - - - 


; 

e. 

To repairing the ee 
f 


24,026,336 1, 5 1, 162 2 6 
This 
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This Debt of upwards of One Million Sterling, 


| 79 


incurred in ſo ſmall a Time by a ſingle Province, 


=. 


not bigger than one of our middling Counties in 


a, 


* 


England, remained to be provided for either by 


additional Impoſitioas levied on themſelves by 
the Authority of their States, or by Duties impoſed 
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by the King upon the Publick in general ; let it be 
adjuſted either Way, let the Burthen fall on the In- 
dividuals, or the Communities, or the Province, 
or the Government; the Conſequences upon the 


Whole muſt be the ſame. If the King pays the 
Debt, the publick Finances muſt be diminiſhed 1 
if the Province pays it, the Provincial Treaſure will 
be exhauſted ; and if the Communities and Indivi- 
Z duals are not paid, they muſt be ruined and unca- 


pable of contributing to any future Impoſitions. 
Having repreſented the State of theſe Provinces 


in the three different Periods propoſed in the Intro- 


duction, I ſhall now, with all due Submiſſion, offer 


ſome Hints concerning the Advantages we may 


gain from this Examination; and indeed all that 
has been explained before would, with Regard to 


us, be idle and fruitleſs, unleſs it tended to point 
out how far, and in what Manner the Kingdom of 


- 
4 


France may again be diſtreſſed upon the preſent, or 


any future Hoſtilities with England. 


4 


Debts.— This Province, for Example, bein 


It is manifeſt from the Accounts here ſtated, that 
the laſt War obliged the Government of France to 
levy ſeverer Impoſitions than are commonly known; 
created a national Debt much larger than what is 
ſtated in their general Account ; and left Cauſe of 
Complaint amongſt the Inhabitants, more grievous 
than what refulted either from the Taxes or the 

ob- 
liged to provide for the Subſiſtence of all the Tons 

that 
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that came into, or repaſſed their Communities, re- 
monſtrated heavily, not only at the Expence, but 
as it was an Infringement of their Right of being 
exempted from it, a Right they have ever been jea- 7 
lous of; and which having been diſregarded at this 
Time, they were apprehenſive would be cited as a a 
Precedent for making the ſame Infringement here- 
after; inſomuch that it may with good Founda- 
tion be ſurmiſed, that if upon any new Quarrel in 
Tialy, the ſame Troops ſhould again be obliged to 
march through this Province, they muſt march as 

through an Enemy's Country. 
This Diſcontent was yet the greater and more 
univerſal, on Account of the War itſelf being car- 
| ried on, not for any Purpoſes which concerned the 
national Intereft of France, but to ſupport the Pre- 
i tenſions of the Court of Spain to the Dukedoms of 
V Parma, Placentia, and Guaſtalla, which were at that 
. Time claimed by other Powers; and which, after 
| many diſaſterous Skirmiſhes and Battles, were, by 7 
the 7th Article of the Treaty of Peace concluded 
the 18th of October 1748, yeilded to be poſſeſſed bvß 
the Serene Prince Don Philip, Infant of Spain, and 
his Heirs Male, under certain other Limitations _ 
and Conditions therein ſtipulated ; and accordingly 
that Prince arrived at Aix on the 2d of January 
1749, in his Way from Chamberry, to take Poſſeſſion 
of thoſe Territories. But the Difficulties that aroſe 
N amongſt the Commiſſaries at Nice concerning the 
3 Manner and Time of evacuating the Places that 
1 were to be mutually given up by the ſeveral con- 
tracting Parties, conſtrained his Royal Highneſs to 
ſtay at Aix until the 31ſt of the ſame Month; about 
which Time many of the Spaniſh as well as French 
Troops 
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Troops repiaſſing to their own Country, ſhewed 
Marks of high Diſlike and national Prejudice a- 
gainſt each other : This was ſtill heighthened by the 
Spaniards being made to pay very ſeverely for what 
ever they expended in ready Money, and the Fo- 
rage that was provided for them was charged to 
their Government at almoſt double the Price to 
what was charged for the French Troops. Thele 
Exactions of the French on the one Hand, and the 
high Carriage of the Spaniards on the other, cauſed 
ſuch mutual Animoſities between both, that were 
it expreſſed in their own Terms would indicate 
the higheſt Marks of Inveteracy and Diſdain, inſo- 
much that each ſeemed rather deſirous of exerting 
its Strength againſt the other, than of uniting 
their Force againſt a common Enemy. 

Should therefore any new Diſputes ariſe upon 
his preſent Catholick's Majeſty's Acceſſion to the 
Crown of Spain, and upon his younger Brother 
Don Philip's not acceding to the Kingdom of the 
Two Sicilies, purſuant to the Conditions ſtipulated 
by the laſt Treaty of Peace at Aix la Chapelle; and 
ſhould the two great Monarchs of France and Spain, 
prompted by the natural Ties of Affinity, again join 
in Alliance, in order to decide theſe Diſputes in 
Favour of their own Family : Should this Syſtem 
I ſay be renewed, and the Seat of War once more 
transferred to theſe Southern Parts, we may be pre- 
pared, from what has been here repreſented, what 
Meaſures to take, ſhould we alſo be engaged to in- 
terfere in ſuch a Quarrel, in Oppoſition to that Al- 
liance, and for the better Preſervation of the Bal- 
lance of Power in 1aly. 

But how ſhort and uncertain are the Views of 
human Foreſight ! For although at the Time of 
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making the laſt Treaty of Peace, it was ſuggeſted 
by many, that the yth Article juſt now cited, 
had certainly laid the Foundation of the next War 
that would enſue, inaſmuch as that upon the Ac- 
ceſſion of his preſent Catholick Majeſty to the 
Crown of Spain, there would be ſuch Difficulties 
to ſettle the Removes that were to take Place in 
Purſuance of it, as would embroil all the Parties 
intereſted ;z yet we have lately ſeen the Event hap- 
pen with quite contrary Effects; new Treaties have 
taken Place; new Alliances have been formed; and 
the intereſted Parties ſeem as yet to acquieice in the 
Nonperiormance of thoſe very Conditions which 
were ſtipulated in their Favour. In the mean 
while, inſtead of ſuch Differences as were expected 
to ariſe in the Southern Parts, another Fire of War 
has been kindled and fomented in the North, upon 
Diſputes not thought of at the Time of making the 
laſt Peace. How far England may be concerned 
in theſe Diſputes, either in Point of Honour or of 
Intereſt, doth not at all relate to the Subject to 
which I now confine myſelf, Our preſent War 
with France has bcen undertaken to ſupport our 
commercial Intereſt, and carried on with Vigour 
and Succeſs in thoſe Parts where our commercial 
Intereſt is moſt materially concerned. Happy will 
it be for us, it we. can conclude it by a Peace ho- 
nourable and advantagious to the Landed Intereſt 
of this Mother Kingdom. To this Purpoſe I was 
induced, by the Duty I owe to my Country, to offer 
at this particular Juncture, the foregoing Account 
of the Diſtreſs theſe Southern Trovinces were re- 
duced to. by our preventing them from having any 
toreign Supply of Corn, the Want of which was 
the Chief, it not the only Motive, as I have evi- 
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dently proved, which forced that Nation ſo ſud- 
denly to agree to the laſt Peace ; and immediately 
after ro apply to us to relieve that Want which we 
ourſelves had occaſioned by the Diſpoſition of our 
Fleet in the Mediterranean; a Diſtreſs we may again 
occaſion by the like Means, upon the preſent, or 
any future Provocation. 

But here let us pauſe a While to lament the 
fatal Loſs of Minorca, and of its convenient Har- 
bour at Port-Mabon, which afforded us the moſt 
ready Means in thoſe Parts of weakening the 
Strength of our Enemies, and recruiting our own. 
To be ourſelves the Maſters of ſuch a Fort and 
Harbour, repleniſhed with Ammunition and Naval 
Stores ſent from hence, muſt ſurely be more ſafe 
and commodious than any Neutral Port for the 
Careening our Ships, and refitting them, when 
diſabled, with Expedition, for Service again ; eſpe- 
cially as it lies ſo near to thoſe Stations where 
the Service of our Fleet is moſt required ; for here 
in Caſe of any Alliance formed againſt us by the 
two great Powers abovementioned, we are near at 
Hand to divide the Naval Force of France from 
that of Spain, or even of one Part of France from 
the other, and prevent the Troops of either from 


\ being tranſported by Sea to any other Territory in 
the Mediterranean, Witneſs in the laſt War our 
blocking up their Ports, and obliging the Spaniſb 


Troops to march by Land to Jtaly through the 
Provinces of France, from whence aroſe all thoſe 
Diſcontents againſt each other which I have above 
deſcribed. Add to this, that the Situation of Mi- 
norca being between the European and African Coaſts, 
gives us an equal Opportunity of annoying our 
Enemies on both Sides, and protecting our Trade 

F 2 in 
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in thoſe Seas where the Barbary Corſairs uſually 
inſult the Navigation of all other Countries. For 
certainly upon the Whole, as far as we can extend 
our Trade and Navigation, ſo far ought we to 
extend our Power for its Protection. Thus much 
might be alledged to point out the Importance of 
this Fortreſs, whilſt on the other Hand, it has 
been lately ſurmiſed, that the Expence of raifing 
and ſending over ſo many ſupernumerary Forces 
more than neceſſary for our Security at Home; the 
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Inconveniency of keeping and ſupplying a Gar- 


riſon at ſo great a Diſtance; and the little Uſe it 
has been to us in Times of Peace, are ſo many 
Objections to be thrown into the oppoſite Scale, 
as will out ballance all the above enumerated 


Advantages, which however great, may yet have 
been too dearly bought. "The Importance, there- 
fore of this Poſſeſſion in Time of War, and 
the Expence of it in Time of Peace, muſt be 
duely weighed before we can determine, whether 
any, and what new why ng of ours is to be 


rm up in Exchange for its Reſtitution at any 


uture Congreſs; when perhaps the French, conſi- 
dering it in the two Lights above, may be as rea- 


dy to part with it upon the Approach of Peace, 
as they were haſty in getting Poſſeſſion of it at the 
Commencement of the War. 

However this may happen, it muſt in the mean 
While be at all Events our Syſtem in the farther 


Proſecution of this War, to diſtreſs the French 


Navigation in the Mediterranean ; in order firſt of 
all to interrupt the Trade from the Port of Mar- 
ſeilles to the Levant ; and next, that other Branch 


of Commerce which this Port carries on to 


their 
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their Weſtern Iſlands in America; which tho* very 
conſiderable, yet was not ſuſpected to be ſo, until 
diſcovered by the many Captures we made in the 
laſt War. But more eſpecially we muſt endea- 
vour to prevent any foreign Supply of Proviſions 
from being brought into theſe Provinces, either 

on their own, or any neutral Bottoms ; to which 


2 Purpoſe, whilſt our Men of War keep a good 
= Look-out to intercept the larger Veſſels, we may 
make uſe of Tartannes and Feluccas, well mann'd 
and arm'd, to keep a cloſer Watch near Land, 


and prevent that ſmuggling Trade uſually carried 


on by the like ſmaller Craft, who Coaſt it terra d 


terra, according to the Talian Phraſe, from Sicily 


1 1 and Naples, all along the Strand called the Reviera 
of Genoa, and from whence, as I have ſhewn be- 


fore, Provence and Languedoc were oftentimes ſup- 


27 plicd during the laſt War. 


We are likewiſe to remember, that the African 


Company at Marſeilles has another Channel for the 


Importation of Corn from its Settlements on the 
oppoſite Coaſts of Barbary, particularly from Cap 
Negre, La Calle, and a Fort called the Baſtion of 
France; from whence they purchaſe only ſmall 
Quantities at a Time, being fearful of erecting 
large Magazines in a Country ſo often diſturbed 


by Civil Commotions and Changes of Government. 


Theſe Cargoes are accordingly conveyed in little 
PFrigates, and the Trip directly over from hence 


to Marſeilles being very ſhort, the Intercepting 
them in the open Seas muſt be owing oftentimes 
to mere Chance; might not therefore two or three 
of our Twenty Gun Ships be ordered to cruiſe 
oppoſite to the Entrance of theſe African Settle- 
ments, particularly of La Calle, being the moſt 

convenient 
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convenient and acceſſible Fort ; and thus, without 
any Breach of the Neutrality with the native Inha- 
bitants, block up the Paſſage, and cut off this 
Reſource, | 
Upon the Whole, I preſume to recommend it 


as a Point worthy of our future Attention, That 


in carrying on our Hoſftilities againſt France, we 


exert all Means of preventing any foreign Sup- 
plies of Corn, or other Proviſions, to theſe South- 


ern Maritime Provinces ; ſince by Experience we 


have diſcovered, that to cut off their Communi- 


cation by Sea, is to reduce them to a Famine at 


Land: The Dread of which haſtened them to the 1 


Concluſion of the laſt War; and if we take the 
ſame Meaſures, may ſoon oblige them to ſue for 
the Concluſion of the preſent. 
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An ABSTRACT of the Cayer des 


Deliberations, being the Minutes of the 
Debates and Reſolutions of the Aſſembly 
General of the Communities in Provence, 
convened at Lambeſc the 24th of November 
1748, by the Authority and Permiſſion of 
Monſeigneur de Galois, Knight, Viſcount de 
Glene, Seigneur de la Tour, &c. Firſt Preſi- 
dent of the Parliament, and Intendant of 
the Juſtice, Police, and Finances in Pro- 
vence, and regiſtered by the Orders of Meflrs. 
the Provincial Agents. | 


] Ovember the 24th and 25th. N. B. Theſe 
two firſt Days were taken up in going thro? 


the uſual Forms of opening the Aſſembly, and 
reading the Rules and Orders, for hearing Meſſe, 
taking the Oaths, Wc. 


November 26. The firſt Preſident and Inten- 
dant laid before the Aſſembly, two Letters de 
Cachet, dated at Fontainbleau the 20th of O#o- 
ber laſt, the one directed to Meſſrs. the Depu- 
ties of the Aſſembly; the other to Meſſrs. the 
Provincial Agents, by which his Majeſty informs 
them, that he had ſent to the Seigneur de la Tour, 
firſt Preſident of the Parliament, and Intendant 
of the Juſtice, Police and Finances of the Pro- 


*« vince (in the Abſence of the Duke De Villars, 
Peer of France, Governour and Lieutenant Ge- 
** neral of the ſaid Province) the neceſſary Orders 


« for 
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for convening and holding the preſent Aſſembly ; N 


to the End that it may immediately Diſpatch the 
moſt urgent Affairs, particularly with regard to 
the Impoſition of the Sum which his Majeſty 
deſires may be levied in the Province the enſu- 
ing Lear, to ſatisfy the extraordinary Expences 
his Majeſty has been obliged to be at in the 
Courſe of the preſent Year. The ſaid firſt Pre- 
ſident and Intendant alſo laid before them, the | 
Letters Patent dated at Fontainbleau the 15th 
of October laſt, importing that the ſigning the 
Preliminaries of Peace gave Hopes, that the 
Calm of Europe would ſoon be re-eſtabliſhed ; 
that his Majeſty might be able to yield his Peo- 
ple all the Eaſe worthy of his Bounty, and due 
to their Zeal ; which they ſhould not even now | 
wait for, if the Security of the State did not 
conſtrain his Majeſty to keep up his Armies; 
and if the Efforts he had lately made to ſupport 
the War had not cauſed a conſiderable Diſorder 
in his Finances. Upon theſe Motives, and un- 
til his Majeſty might be able to relieve his Peo- 
ple, he demands of the preſent Aſſembly that 
they take the neceſſary Meaſures for raiſing the 
the Sum of 700,000 Livres upon the contribu- 
tory Subjects of the ſaid Province, with an Ex- 
ception to the Towns of Marſeilles, Arles, and 
the adjacent Territories that are ſeparately taxed ; 
which ſaid Sum of 500,000 Livres is deſtined 
for the Armaments of the Sea, and payable ar 
the Time and in the Manner practiſed in the pre- 
ceding Years. 

* Upon which Propoſition, the Aſſembly ſeizing 
with Eagerneſs this Opportunity of illuſtrating 


their Zeal for the King, and conſulting rather 


„% their 
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* their Attachment to his Majeſty's Intereſt than 
<* the real Condition of their own Abilities, did 
*© unanimouſly agree to grant the 700,000 Livres 
*© which was demanded on the Part of his Majeſty 
as a free Gift for the enfuing Year 1749, the 
*© ſaid Sum to be paid in the accuſtomed Form 
and Manner, upon the Receipt and due Acquit- 
tal of the Keeper of the Royal Treaſure, for 
* which the Provincial Agents are to expedite 
their Orders in the ufual Form; and upon the 
„ laſt Payment that ſhall be made of the faid 
<« 700,000 Livres, there ſhall be deducted and al- 
* lowed for the Subſiſtence of the Troops of the 
Infantry and Cavalry, which may have been fur- 
c niſhed by the Communities, either in their fixed 
«© Quarters, or in the Quarters where they have 
© been aſſembled. And that his Majeſty may be 
te the more ſpeedily informed of the Submiſſion of 
this Aſſembly in the Execution of his Orders, 
it is agreed to deſire the ſaid firſt Prefident and 
Intendant to ſignify the ſame by his Diſpatches 
« to be ſent with thoſe of the Provincial Agents 
„% by an expreſs Meſſenger, who ſhall be paid 
* 1000 Livres, as well for his Pains and Trouble, 
« as for his Expences in going and coming. 
November the 27th in the Morning, The Pre- 
« ſident and Intendant took Notice, that by the 
& Inſtructions ſent to him from the King, the Aſ- 
„ ſembly was to provide Funds for the Payment 
of the Intereſts of ſeveral Sums, therein ſpecified, 
&* that were due to the Proprietors of the Lands 
and Heritages that were taken into the Fortifica- 
tions of Antibes, Seyne, Colmar, and Toulon. 
lt is alſo declared by the ſame Inſtructions, 
“that the King, by _ Brevet ſettled in es 
cc the 
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the 24th of September in the preſent Year, having 
regulated the Sums that are to be levied for the 
Expences concerning the Militia, Sc. there ſhalt 
be impoſed the Sum of 27058 Livres 15 Sols, 
which the Department of Provence ought to 
ſupply towards the ſaid Expences. 
«© The ſame Inſtructions declare, that as it is of 
indiſpenſable Neceſſity to provide for the Pay- 
ment of the Expences which have been, or may 
be incurred in the Province in the Courſe of the 
preſent Year, as well for Firing for the Troops 
of his Majeſty, as for other Wood and Straw 
neceſſary for the Encampment during their Stay 
in the Province, it is his Majeſty's Intention, that 
this Aſſembly ſhould provide a Fund tor the Pay- 
ment of the ſame. 
„Upon which the Aſſembly has reſolved ; that 
Two Thirds of the Intereſt for the principal 
Sums, of which Mention is made in the ſaid In- 
ſtructions, ſhall he paid at the Rate of Three per 
Cent. out of the Funds that ſhall hereafter be 
raiſed, for the Lands and Heritages taken into 
the Fortifications of Antibes, Seyne, Colmar, and 
Toulon, &c. the other Third Part of the Intereſt 
being to be paid by the Towns of Marſeilles, 
Arles, and the adjacent Territory. 
« The Aſſembly has alſo reſolved, that Provi- 
ſion ſhall be made for the Sum of 19,327 Livres 
6 Sols, being Three Fourths of the Sum pay- 
able by the Communities of the Province for the 
Expences concerning the Militia; the Fourth 
Part remaining being to be paid by Marſeilles, 
Arles, and the adjacent Territory. 


„And as to the Expences which have been in— 


curred on Account of Firing for the Troops of 
his 
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ce his Majeſty, and of the Wood and Straw ne- 


ceſſary for their Encampment during the Stay 
they made in Provence, &c. 

« The Aſſembly has reſolved, that an Eſtimate 
ſhall be made in Favour of the Communities, for 
to ſtate the ſaid Expence, and draw up an Ac- 
count of it, in order to requeſt his Majeſty for 
the Repaymeat of all that has been expended 
by the ſaid Communities for the Army, in Con- 
formity to what was practiſed in the Years 1707, 
1708, 1709, and other ſucceeding Years. 

« After which Monſ. Thomaſſin la Garde, ſecond 
Conſul of Aix, and one of the Provincial Agents 
ſaid, ** That he having had the Honour jointly 
with his Collegues to be employed in the Admi- 
niſtration of the Affairs of this Province during 
the preſent Year, they thought it their Duty to 
render an Account of it to this Aſſembly, as 
well to obtain a Ratification of what had been 
done, as to give the neceſſary Lights con- 
cerning the Matters upon which they were to de- 
liberate. He added, that theſe were contained 
in a Report that had been drawn up for that Pur- 
poſe, and prayed that the Archbiſhop (of Aix) 
and the reſt of the Aſſembly would give Leave 
that the ſame might be read by one of the 
Clerks, which accordingly was done, and is as 


followeth.“ 


N. B. This is the Report I mentioned above; 


and as it contains a particular Account of the 
moſt important Tranſactions within this Pro- 
vince, during the late War, I have tranſcribed 
it in its original Language, together with a 
Tranſlation, 

Me- 
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Memoires des principales fournitures que le Pays 
de Provence a faites durant la guerre. 


E Pays de Provence ayant fait des fournitures 

immenſes durant le cours de la guerre, le pre- 

mier ſoin de Mrs. les Procureurs du Pays, a été 

d'en dreſſer des memoires pour en faire connoitre 

objet, & en ſolliciter le rembourſement. Nous 
allons en rapporter les principaux articles. 

L'article le plus important, eſt celui des ẽtapes. 
Par Edit du mois d' Aout 1661. qui etablit le 
minot de ſel en Provence & en fixa le prix à 

uinze livres, le Pays de Provence au moyen de 
cet ẽtabliſſement, fut entierement decharge de la 
depenſe des ẽtapes & de tout entretenement des 
troupes, en quartier ou {cjour, routes & paſſages. 
Les Regiſtres du Pays font foi qu'en conſequence 
le Roy avoit tenu compte au Pays ſur les impo- 
ſitions annuelles, de tout ce qu'elle avoit fourni 
pour la depenſe des troupes, & cet Edit a ere 
rapelle toutes les annces dans les deliberations 
priſes dans  Aſſemblee generale au ſujet du don 
gratuit, dans leſquelles il eſt dit, que ſur les der- 
nieres payes du don gratuit, il ſera deduit & com- 
penſe la ſubſiſtance des Troupes de Cavalerie & 
d'Infanterie, qui aura ete fournie par les Com- 
munautes, 

Dans le tems de la Regence, le Roy ayant voulu 
obliger le Pays de Provence a un abonnement des 
Etapes, par Arret du Conſeil d'etat du 28 Mars 
1719. le Pays & les Communautes qui le com- 
poſent, en furent affranchis moyenant cent cin- 
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An Account of the chief Articles of Supplies 


furniſhed by the Country of Provence during 
the War. | 


HE Country of Provence having furniſhed 
immenſe Supplies during the Courſe of the 
War, the firſt Care of the Provincial Agents was 
to ſtate an Account of them, in order to make the 
Particulars known, and to ſollicit the Payment, of 
which we ſhall now report the principal Articles. 

The moſt important Article is that of the Ezapes. 
By the Edict of Auguſt 1661, which eſtabliſhed the 
Minot of Salt in Provence, and fixed the Price at 
Fifteen Livres, the Country, by Reaſon of this 
Eſtabliſhment, was intirely freed from the Charge 
of the Etapes, and Maintainance of Troops in 
Quarters or Places of Abode in Routs and Marches. 
Their Records teſtify, that in Conſequence of this 
Eſtabliſhment, the King was accountable to the 
Province for all the annual Impoſitions it raiſed to 
defray the Expences of the Troops; this Edict has 
been referred to every Year in the Deliberations of 
the General Aſſembly on the granting their free 
Gift; wherein it was reſolved, that a proportional 
Deduction ſhould be. made from the latter Payments 
of the free Gift, as an Indemnity for the Subſiſtence 
furniſhed by the Communities to the Troops of Ca- 
valry and Infantry, 

In the Time of the Regency, the King being 
willing to oblige the Country of Provence to com- 
pound for the Elapes, by an Order of Council of 
State, dated the 28th of March 1719, the Country 
and Communities of which it is compoſed, were 


exempted 
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quante mille livres l'année, en tems de paix, & 
de deux cens mille livres en tems de guerre. 


Cependant la depenſe des Etapes & utenciles de 
Pannee 1744. paſſee dans le compte des impoſi- 
tions de l'année 1745. monte a la ſomme de 
1,125.306 livres : Celle de 1745. liquidee en 1746. 
a la ſomme de 1,211,406 livres: celle de 1746. 
Iiquidce en 1747. à la ſomme de 2,093,937 livres: 
celle de 1747. liquidee en 1748. a plus de quatre 
millions. 

Dans ces ſommes, ſont compriſes quelques four- 
nitures exigẽes des Communautes pour le ſervice 
du Roy, & que Je Corps du Pays leur a paycees 
proviſionnellement, en attendant qu'il plùt au Roy 
d'en ordonner le rembourſement. 

Nous avons crit qu'une fourniture auſſi impor— 
tante, A laquelle le Pays n'a ps parvenir que par 
des impoſitions accablantes ſur les biens, & des 
emprunts ruineux & exorbitans, devoit etre le 
principal objet de nos repreſentations. 

Dans Vannee 1744. il y eur diverſes levees de 
mulets de trait & de bat : le ſervice force auquel 
on employa ces mulets, & le defaut de nourriture, 
en firent perir la plus grande partie, dont le Pays 
a payẽ le prix ſous la deduction de cent vingt livres 
promiſes par le Roy pour chaque mulet mort ou 
enleve. 

Il paroit par les etats envoyes aux Miniſtres 
par M. l'Intendant, que les jouraces des mulets 
de trait, pour la ſeule annee 1744. montent à la 
ſomme de 341,560 ſoixante livres, dont ayant 
ete paye à compte 28,500 livres, il reſte encore 
du 312,660 livres. 


Il 


<4 ra if? a RE 5 
wb Tay, * 5 
N 


A nM at 


2 
* 


j 
* 
* 
d A 
N 


[ 55 ] 
exempted from it upon Conſideration of 150,000 
Livres a Year in Time of Peace, and 200,000 a 
Year in Time of War. 

Nevertheleſs, the Expence of the Etapes and 
Utenſils in 1744, carried to the Acconnt of Impo- 
ſitions for 1745, amounts to 1,125,306 Livres 
that of 1745, ſettled in 1746, to 1,211,406 Livres; 
that of 1746, ſettled in 1747, to 2,093,937 Livres; 


that of 1747, ſettled in 1748, to above Four Mil- 
lions, 


In theſe Sums are included ſome Articles of Sup- 
plies levied on the Communities for the King's Ser- 
vice, and which the Province advanced proviſio- 
nally, till it ſnould pleaſe the King to order the Re- 
payment. 

We were of Opinion, that ſuch conſiderable 
Advancements, which the Country never could 


have made without heavy Impoſitions, and incur- 


ring ruinous and exorbitant Debts, ought to be the 
principal Object of our Repreſentations. 

In the Year 1744, there were great Demands of 
Mules for Draft and Carriage : Immoderate Service, 
and want of Provender, deſtroyed the greateſt Part ; 
for the Loſs of which the Province has paid, de- 
ducting 120 Livres promiſed by the King for every 
Mule dead or taken by the Enemy. 


It appears by the Accounts ſent to the Miniſtry 
by the Intendant, that the Days Work of the Dratt 
Mules for the Year 1744 alone, amounts to the 
Sum of 341,560 Livres, of which 28,900 _ 


being paid on Account, there remains due 312,6 
Livres, 
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Il reſulte des memes ẽtats que le prix des mulets 
morts ou pris par Pennemi, avoit ete porte par 
les proces-verbaux d*eſtimation, ſgavoir pour les 
mulets de trait, au nombre de ſix cens ſoixante 
& quinze, à la ſomme de 253,336 livres, & pour 
environ quatre cens ſeize mulets debat, a cinquante- 
neuf mille ſix cens quarante-une livre. 

Il fut leve dans le meme tems une grande quan- 
titẽ de charretes, qui furent employees au tranſ- 
port de Partillerie & des munitions de guerre; 
toutes perirent ou furent perdues au ſiege de Conti, 
Par l'ẽtat arrete & envoye par M. l'Intendant, 
cette fourniture monte à la ſomme de 60, 800 
livres. 

Dans la meme année 1744. il fut fait diverſes 
autres fournitures. Les fourrages fournis par les 
Communautes du Pays de Provence, pour la ſub- 
ſiſtance des mulets leves en Provence & en Lan- 
guedoc, employes au tranſport de Partillerie pour 
PArmee commandee par M. le Prince de Conti, 
conſiſtant en foin, paille & grains, ont monte I 
la ſomme de 343,078 livres, ſuivant Vetat des 
rations, atteſte par M. VIntendant le premier 
Novembre 1745. Ill a ẽtẽ pay à compte la ſomme 
de 100,600 livres. II reſte di par conſequent 
242,478 livres. 

Les Munitionnaires de Pannee 1744. doivent 
des ſommes conſiderables aux Communautes ou 
particuliers, qui ont fourni leurs denrees pour ſoũ- 
tenir le ſervice qui alloit manquer. Cette fourni- 
ture, dont il n'a ẽtẽ donne a compte que des 
ſommes modiques, & du payement de laquelle les 
Munitionnaires ne fe defendent que fur le pretexte 
qu'il leur eſt dt des ſommes conſiderables par le 
Roy, monte à environ quatre cens mille livres. 
Depuis 
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It appears by the ſame Accounts, that the Price 
of Mules dead or taken by the Enemy had been 
eſtimated by a Verbal Proceſs, that is to ſay, for 
Draft Mules to the Number of 675, to the Sum of 
283,336 Livres; and for Carriage Mules to the 
Number of 316, to the Sum of 59,641 Livres. 


There were preſſed into the Service at the ſame 
Time great Numbers of Waggons for the tranſ- 
porting of the Artillery and Ammunition ; all theſe 
periſhed, or were loſt at the Siege of Coni. By the 
Account ſtated and ſent by the Intendant, this Ar- 
ticle amounts to 60,800 Livres, 


In the ſame Year 1744, ſeveral other Supplies 
were furniſhed, and the Forage levied in Provence 
and Languedoc, to ſubſiſt the Mules imployed in 
the Tranſportation of the Artillery for the Army 
under the Command of the Prince of Conti, con- 
ſiſting of Hay, Straw, and Corn, amounts to 
343.078 Livres, according to the Number of the 
Rations atteſted by the Intendant on the firſt of No- 
vember 1745: There was paid on Account 100, 600 
Livres, conſequently there remains due 242, 478 
Livres. 15 


The Agent Victuallers in 1744 were indebted in 
conſiderable Sums to the Communities or Indivi- 
duals, who advanced their Stock to ſupport the Ser- 
vice almoſt on the Point of failing: Theſe Sup- 
plies, which were only rated at a moderate Price, 
and the Non- payment of which the Agents pretend 
to excuſe upon no other Pretext but that of the 
large Sums due to them from the King, amount to 
about 400, oo Livres. 
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Depuis l'année 1744. diverſes Communautẽs & 
le Pays, ont été obligees a des depenſes conſide- 
rables pour les fortifications. Celles qui ont ẽtẽ 
faites par les Communautes, ont ete compriſes dans 
leurs liquidations avec les utenciles & étapes, & 
leur ont ẽtè rembourſees par le Pays. Mais celles 
que le Pays a faites directement, font un objet 
tout à fait diſtinct. Les depenſes des fortifications 
de la Ville de Tolon; faites par Mrs. les Procureurs 
du Pays depuis le mois Avril 1747. juſqu'à pre- 
ſent, & qui ſeront continuces juſqu'a la fin du 
mois de Decembre 1748. montent à la ſomme de 
plus de 112,000 livres. Le Roy daus tous les 
tems a tenu compte au Pays de pareilles fourni- 
tures, & il y a lieu d*eſperer que Sa Majeſte lui en 
accordera Pentier rembourſement. 


Les états des utenciles & excedens des voitures 
fournies aux Troupes Eſpagnolles, ont ètẽ adreſſẽs 
aux Miniſtres avec les piẽces juſtificatives depuis 
l'année 1742. Il s'y agit pour le Pays d'une ſomme 
de 242,905 livres. Cet Article avoit ete compris 
dans les remonſtrances preſentèes au Roy en 1745. 
& comme la Cour d*Eſpagne n'en a pas procure 
le payement, Pon eſpere que Sa Majeſte voudra 
bien en tenir compte au Pays. 

Les fourrages fournis a Cavalerie qui fut canton- 
nee en Provence dans les mois de Mai & de Juin 
1745. montent à la ſomme de 209,892 livres. L'Or- 
donnance en depenſe en a cte rendue depuis le mois 
de May 1747. mais les fonds n'ont point encore 
ẽtẽ ordonnès. 

Les fourrages fournis à la Cavalerie cantonnee en 
1746. montent, ſuivant les états qui en ont ete 
envoyés, à la ſomme de 209%, 109 livres. | 
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Since the Year 1944, ſeveral Communities, as 
well as the Province, have been obliged to be at con- 
ſiderable Expences on Account of the Fortifica- 
tions. Thole of the Communities have been com- 
priſed in their Accounts of Stores and military Al- 
lowances, and have been repaid them by the Pro- 
vince : But thoſe Expences provided immediately 
by the Province, are made an Article intirely ſepa- 
rate, The Expences on the Fortifications of the 
Town of Toulon under the Direction of the Provin- 
cial Agents ſince April 1747, to the preſent Time, 


9 and which will be continued to the End of December 


1748, amount to more than 112, ooo Livres. The 


King, at all Times, has allowed himſelf to be ac- 
countable to the Province for theſe extraordinary 
' Diſburſements ; and there is Reaſon to hope, that 


«(le oa * : 8 . 


his Majeſty will now grant the full Repayment. 


The Accounts of Stores and Overplus of Car- 


riages furniſhed to the Spaniſh Troops have been laid 


before the Miniſtry, with the proper Vouchers ſince 
the Year 1742; the Sum therein claimed by the 
Province is 242,905 Livres, This Article was in- 
ſerted in the Remonſtrances preſented to the King 
in 1745; and as the Court of Spain has not procured 
the Payment, it is hoped his Majeſty will be pleaſed 
to account for it to the Province. 

The Forage furniſhed to the Cavalry cantoned in 
Provence in May and June 174.5, amounts to 209,892 
Livres. The Ordonnance for the Payment of this 


Expence was iſſued in the Month of May 1747 ; 


but the Funds to that Purpoſe have not yet been 


provided. 

The Forage furniſhed to the Cavalry cantoned 
in 1746 amounts, according to the Accounts that 
have been ſent, to 208,109 Livres, 
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Dans ia meme année 1746. il fut fourni des 
places de fourrage à un grand nombre d' Officiers 
Gcneraux, montant a la ſomme de 6, 862 livres. 
Les Conduceurs des équipages exigerent auſſi des 
places de fourrages, montant a la ſom me de 578 
livres. 

La fourniture de quatre-vingt charretes fournies 
par le Pays, pour le tranſport des fourrages de 
PArmee commande par Mr. le Marechal Duc de 
Belleifle, a dure depuis le 13 Decembre 1746. 
juſqu'au 17 Février 1747. Cette fourniture monte 
à la ſomme de 120, 800 livres. 

Le Pays a impoſe pour les ponts & chemins 
dix- neuf livres par feu; ce qui fait la ſomme de 
57,623 livres, | rok ſols, huit deniers. II gen faut 
bien que cette ſomme ait pù ſuffire dans les der- 
nicres années, a cauſe des chemins qu'il a fally 
faire, & des ponts qu'il a fallu rẽtablir a l'occaſion 
de la guerre, Il eſt juſtific par les comptes du 
Tréſorier du Pays, que la depenſe des ponts & 
chemins a monte en 1744. à 102,900 livres. En 
1745. à 87,973 livres. En 1746. a 86,319 livres. 
En 1747. à 172,733 livres. De cette derniere 
ſomme, 123,045 livres, a &te uniquement em- 


ployee pour les chemins qu'il a fallu faire a l'occa- 


ſion de la guerre, & les ponts qui étant conſtruits 


en pierre & ayant ẽtẽ demolis lors de l'invaſion des 


ennemis, ont ẽtẽ proviſionellement rẽtablis en bois 
pour Putilite du ſervice. 

Dans la preſente année la depenſe des chemins 
eſt encore beaucoup plus conſiderable par raport 
aux chemins qu'il a fallu conſtruire ou reparer dans 


la haute Provence du cote de Seyne & de Caſtel- 


lane. 
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In the fame Year 1746, Places of Forage were 
provided for a great Number of General Officers, 
amounting to 6,862 Livres : The Conductors of 
their Equipages alſo demanded Places of Forage, 
amounting to 578 Livres. 


The furniſhing of Eighty Waggons to carry For- 
rage to the Army, commanded by the Marſhal 
Duke of Belleifle, laſted from the 1 3th of December 
1746, till the 17th of February 1747, and amounts 
to 120,800 Livres. 


The Province have impoſed a Tax of 19 Livres 
per Feu for the Repairs of the Bridges and High- 
ways, which makes 57,623 Livres 8 deniers : This 
Sum was far from ſufficient in the laſt Years, b 
Reaſon of the new Roads to be made, and Bridges 
to be repaired, on Account of the War. It ap- 
pears by the Accounts of the Treaſurer of the Pro- 
vince, that the Expences for Bridges and Roads in 
1744, amounted to 102, 900 Livres; in 1743, to 
87, 973 Livres; in 1746, to 86,319 Livres; in 1747, 
to 172, 733 Livres; of this laſt Sum 123,045 Livres 
were intirely expended on the Roads neceſſary to be 
made on Occaſion of the War; and the Stone 
Bridges, which being demoliſhed at the Time of 
the Enemies Invaſion, have been proviſionally re- 
paired with Wood for the Benefit of the Service, 


In this preſent Year, the Expences for the High- 

ways are become much more conſiderable, on Ac- 

count of the Roads neceſſary to be made or repaired 
in Upper Provence, near Seyne and Caſtellane. 


Our 
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Nos Rois wont jamais voulu que les dẽpenſes 
des ponts & chemins conſtruits & repares a Pocca- 
ſion de la guerre, fuſſent ſupportees par le Pays. 
Nous en avons Pexemple dans ce qui fut pratique 
a ' occaſion de la guerre de 1707. les regiſtres du 
Pays en font foi. 

Dans les .annces 1746. & 1747. les Commu- 
nautẽs, & ſouvent les particuliers, ont été obliges 
aA des fournitures en grains, fourrages ou autrement, 
tant pour les troupes de France que pour celles 
d' Eſpagne; les uncs doivent etre rembuurſces par 
I Roy, les autres par le Munitionnaire. Cet objet 
eſt des plus conſiderables & des plus importans. 
Le long tems depuis lequel on ne ceſſe de travailler 
aux Etats de ces fournitures & avec le Regiſſcur, 
& avec les Commis du Munitionnaire, en fait voir 
Pcrendue ; mais cette operation va etre finie, & 
on n'aura plus qu'à travailler a en procurer le pay- 
ment aux Communautẽs. | 
Il a &t6-encore fait mention dans nos mémoires, 
des contributions & fournitures exigces par les 
ennemis; des dommages cauſes & ffs enleves, 
tant par les ennemis que par les Troupes Fran- 
coiſes & Eſpagnolles. Les etats en ont etc drefles 
ſur les proccs-verbaux des Commiſſaires envoyes 
dans toutes les Vigueries od l'ennemi avoit pe- 
n<tre, pour y dreſſer des rapports exacts & juſtifies ; 
& ces Etats ont Ete envoyes a M. le Controlleur 

General, 

Les ennemis etant entres en Provence ſur la fin 
du mois de Novembre 1746. & n'en ẽtant ſortis 
qu'au commencement de Février 1747. les Com- 
munautes des Villes & lieux qu'ils occuperent 
furent contraintes de payer des contributions en 
argent, & diverſes exactions, ſoit en argent ou en 

| denrces. 
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Our Kings never intended that the Expencts for 
Roads and Bridges made or repaired, on Account 
of the War, ſhould fall upon the Province: We 
have a Teſtimony of this from what was done in 
the War of 1707, as mentianed in the Records of 
the Province. | 

In the Years 1746 and 1747, the Communities, 
and oftentimes Individuals, were obliged to ſupply 
both the French and Spaniſh Troops with Corn, Fo- 
rage, and other Neceſſaries: Some of theſe are to 
be repaid. by the King, others by the Agent Victu- 
allers. This Object is the moſt conſiderable and the 
moſt Important : The Length of Time ſpent with- 
out Intermiſſion in ſettling the Accounts of theſe 
Supplies with the Regiſter and Agent Clerks, is an 
Evidence of their Extent : But this Work is near 
ended, and no more will remain than to procure 
the Repayment to the Communities. 


Our Memorials have alſo taken Notice of the 
Contributions and Supplies exacted by the Enemy, 
of the Damages done, and of the Effects ſeized 
both by the Enemy, and likewiſe by the French and 
Spaniſh Troops; Accounts of which have been 
drawn out from the Verbal Proceſſes of the Com- 
miſſioners ſent into all the Vigueries, where the 
Enemies had penetrated, in order to draw up an 
exact and authentic Relation; and theſe Accounts 
have been tranſmitted to the Comptroller General. 

The Enemies entering into Provence at the End 
of November 1746, and not quitting it till the Be- 
ginning of February 1747, the Communities of the 
Towns.and Places they occupied were laid under 
Contributions, and obliged to pay divers Exactions 
both in Money and Proviſions. The Enemies 

Troops 
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denr&es. Les Troupes ennemies ont enlevé les 
effets des Communautes & des particuliers, & 
cauſẽ des dommages infinis. Les dommages cauſẽs 
par les Troupes Frangoiſes & Eſpagnolles, ſon 
auſſi tres-conſiderables. | 

Les contributions que les Communautes ont ẽtẽ 
forcees de payer, montent à la ſomme de 543,425 
livres. Il paroit d'autant plus juſte qu'il en ſoit tenu 
compte a ces Communautes, que ces contributions 
ne ſont que le montant de l'impoſition qu'elles 


devoient payer au Roy, de laquelle il ne leur a 


ẽtẽ encore fait aucune remiſe. 

Les exactions en argent, montent a la ſomme 
de 106, 890 livres. Celles en denrees ou autres 
fournitures, A la ſomme de 1,104,809 livres. 

Les dommages cauſes par les ennemis, montent 
a la ſomme de 4,939,053 livres. Ceux cauſés par 
les Troupes Frangoiſes, a la ſomme de 732,189 
livres; & ceux cauſes par les Troupes Eſpagnolles, 
a 160, 324 livres. 

Tel eſt le precis des mẽmoires qui ont étẽ 
dreſſes, Ils ont ete envoyes a M. le Controlleur 
General, & a M. le Comte d' Argenſon Miniſtre de 
la guerre, a M. le Comte de St. Florentin, & a M. 
le Comte de Maurepas: on en a fait part auſſi à 
M. le Duc de Villars, Gouverneur, & à M. le 
Marechal de Brancas, Lieutenant pour le Roy en 
Provence, qui ont toujours donné au Pays des 
marques diſtinguẽes de leur bienveillance, afin 
qu'ils vouluſſent bien parler en ſa faveur dans une 
ſi importante occaſion. Nos repreſentations ont 
paru juſtes; mais les tems n' ont pas encore ẽtẽ 
favorables pour obtenir les rembourſemens & les 
indemnitẽs que nous demandons. 
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Troops carried off the Effects of theſe Communi- 
ties, and cauſed infinite Damages. Thoſe occa- 
ſioned by the French and Spaniſh Troops are alſo very 
conſiderable. 


The Contributions which the Communities have 
been compelled to pay, amount to 553,425 Livres: 
It ſeems the more Juſt that theſe Communities ſhould 
be indemnified for theſe Contributions, ſince they 
were no more than what they were to pay to the 
King, of which nevertheleſs no Part has been re- 
mitted them. 

The Exactions in Money amount to '106,890 
Livres; in Cora and other Proviſions, to 1,104,809 
EE N | 

The Damages cauſed by the Enemy amount to 
4,939,063 Livres; thoſe by the French Troops 
to 732,189 Livres; and thoſe by the Spaniſh to 
1 60, 324 Livres. 


This is the Subſtance of the Memorials which 
have been drawn up; they were ſent to the Comp- 
troler General, to the Count of Argenſon, Miniſter 
at War, the Count of St. Florentin, and Count of 
Maurepas : They have alſo been laid before the 
Duke of Villars, Govetnour, and the Marſhal of 
Brancas, the King's Lieutenant in Provence, who 
have always given diſtinguiſhing Marks of their 
Affection to this Province, in order to ingage them 
to ſpeak in its Favour in ſo important an Occaſion. 
Our Repreſentations have been found to be uſt , 
but the Times have not hitherto proved favourable 
to obtain the Repayment and Indemnity we deſire. 
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The Report then proceeds to give a further Nar- 
rative of many other Affairs relating to the 


Civil Government of the Province, which the 


Provincial Agents had deliberated upon in their 
previous Meetings; wherein there is nothing 
relative to our Intereſt, except that upon the 
Concluſion, they ſet forth the Difficulties they 
had found in procuring a Supply of Corn, by 
Reaſon of the Deficiency of their publick 
Treaſure, the Want of a Security whereon to 
borrow more, and the Debts they had already 
incurred: But their Diſtreſs on this Account 
having been already deſcribed, there is no Ne- 
ceſſity of giving any farther Detail of this Re- 
port ; which being read, the Aſſembly ap- 
proved and ratified all that had been done by 
the Provincial Agents, and thanked them for 
the Care and Pains they had taken during their 
Adminiſtration ; and then reſolved, 


„That the moſt humble and reſpectful Inſtances 


ſhould be made to his Majeſty to obtain a Reim- 
burſement of the Expence chis Province had been 
put to in the Years 1744 and 1745, upon Oc- 
caſion of furniſhing the Ezapes, as alſo for a Re- 
imburſement to the ſeveral Communities, as 
well as to the Province in general, for what had 
been expended by them during the War in pro- 
viding Mules, Carriages, finding Forage, Ns 
and other Grains ; working at the Fortifications ; 
Contributions paid to the Enemy; and the Da- 
mages done at the Time of the Invaſion ; and by 
the French and Spaniſh Troops; and for the ex- 
traordinary Repairs of the Highways. And to 
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te the End that theſe Inſtances and Repreſentations 
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may be the more favourably heard, they pray 
the Intendant, that he would ſupport them by his 
Teſtimony and Credit, and that the Archbiſhop 
would be pleaſed to preſent them himſelf the next 
Journey he ſhould take to Court. 

November the 27th in the Afternoon, © The 
Archbiſhop (of Aix) took Notice That, ac- 
cording to the Cuſtom of the Province, the 


* Treaſurer had iſſued his Orders in Favour of the 


Communities for the Amount of their Debts to 
be compenſated to them by the Receivers of each 
Viguerie out of the Money levied for the ng 
and the Province in the three laſt Quarters ; an 
that the Treaſurer had alſo given Surplus Bills 
(Billets d' Exedens) payable at Three different In- 
ſtalments to ſuch of the Communities whoſe 
Debts exceeded what they were obliged to pay 
the Receivers of their Yigueries, That two Pay- 
ments of theſe Bills had already been ſatisfied by 
Means of the Efforts that had been made in the 
preſent exhauſted Condition of their publick 
Cheſt, occaſioned by the extraordinary Expences 
of the War : The Difficulty now was how to 
anſwer the third Payment, which would be due 
the 15th of December next. Borrowing, he ob- 
ſerved, was the only Reſourſe at preſent left to 
compaſs this: But as the Fund of 1,200,000 
Livres voted by the laſt Aſſembly to be bor- 
rowed, was not yet compleated, it was to be 
feared, that this would be two diſtant a Reſourſe 
with Regard to the preſent preſſing Neceſſities of 
the Communities to whom this Payment was to 
be made; and therefore it being impoſſible to 
pay them but in Proportion, as the Money to be 
12 bor rowed 
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borrowed by a Vote of this Aſſembly, ſhould be 
poured into the Provincial Cheſt, it was incum- 
bent on the Communities themſelves to find out 
Perſons to lend it, in order that each might be 
paid its reſpective Debt out of the Money which 


itſelf ſhould procure to be lent. 


* Whereupon the Aſſembly reſolved, by a Plu- 
rality of Voices, to accept the expedient pro- 
poſed by the Archbiſhop, as the only one prac- 
ticable under the preſent Circumſtances : And to 
this Effect, every Community was to uſe all poſſi- 
ble Endeavours to procure Money to be lent to 
the Province, out of which they might be reim- 
burſed either the Whole or Part of their Debt, if 
the Sum they procured was leſs than the Whole: 
And as to thoſe who ſhould not be able to find 
any Lenders, a Contract ſhould be entered into 
to pay them an Intereſt of Five per Cent. with 
an Exemption from the Dixieme. 
November 28. The Archbiſhop of Aix, firſt 
Provincial Agent, obſerved, that by a State of 
the Accounts put into his Hands by the Sieur 
Gautier, Treaſurer of the Province, containing 
the Expences of the Years 1747 and 1748, it 
appeared, that the Expences of thoſe two Years 
amounted to the Sum of 12,419,397 Livres, 7 
Sols, and 4 Deniers, and the Receipts to the Sum 
of 10,829,101 Livres, 9 Sols, 7 Deniers ; ſo 
that the. Expence exceeded the Receipts in the 
Sum of 1,590,294 Livres, 17 Sols, and 9 De- 
niers. In the Receipts of which Years was com- 
priſed the Fund of 1,200,000 Livres, which the 
laſt General Aſſembly had reſolved to borrow, 
and which nevertheleſs had not been filled: Inſo- 
much, that to levy a Tax ſufficient to ſupply the 
« Defici- 
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Deficiency of che preceding Years, and to anſwer 
the current Expences of the enſuing Year 1749, 
they muſt be obliged to propoſe an exorbitant 
Sum which it would be impoſſible to raiſe upon 
the Communities, conſidering their Inability ma- 
nifeſted by the Arrears that were due upon the 
Payment of the laſt Impoſition. Under theſe 
Circumſtances, it appeared the moſt proper to 
provide for them by the Method of Borrowing 3 
taking Care at the ſame Time not to augment 


the Proportion of their Taxes beyond what might . 


be about neceſſary for the Payment of the Intereſt 
of the Sums ſo borrowed, in order to obviate 
any new Arrears. Upon which Propoſal, it was 
reſolved by the Aſſembly, 

That a Fund ſhould be raiſed by a Tax of 750 
Livres upon each Fru, to be levied on the Com- 
munities contributory to the Expences of the en- 
ſuing Year 1749, according to the Repartition 
that ſhall he made hereafter: And as the Pro- 
duce of this Tax will be inſufficient to ſatisfy the 
Arrears of the preceding Years, and to anſwer 
the Payment of the enfuing Expences, it was 


© reſolved, that the Provincial Agents ſhould again 


be empowered to borrow by Bills, at the Rate of 
Five per Cent. with an Exemption of the Dixieme, 
as far as the Sum of 1,200,000 Livres, over and 
above what ſhould be neceſſary for the Diſcharge 
of the Surplus Bills due upon the Sums liquidated 
in Favour of the Communities, for the Proviſions 
furniſhed to the Troops of his Majeſty, as de- 
termined by this Aſſembly at the laſt Sitting; 
obſerving, by Way of Preference, Firſt, To make 
good the Fund of 1,200,000 Livres voted by the 
laſt General Aﬀſembly, | 
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To Salaries of Officers, and 


To Intereſt of Debts borrowed 


To the Expence of the —— 
22 


To the Repairs of Highways 
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November 29. The Archbiſhop of Aix obſerved | 

* that the Aſſembly having voted to impoſe the 
« Sum of 730 Livres on each Feu to be levied at 
the four Quarters of the enſuing Year 1749, It was | 
* neceflary to regulate the Sums to be paid at each |: 


* 


« ſame, as equally as poſſible, in order to facilitate 


* the Payment upon which the Aſſembly ordained 
*« that the Impoſitions ſhould be appropriated to the 


following Purpoſes : Namely, 
Tax per Feu, Sums Total. 
To the Appointment of the Livres, Livres. 
Governour — — — — 37 51,544 


To ditto of the Lieut. General— 6 18,192 


To the Companies of the Ma- 
rechauffce — — — 5 1351 60 
Charges of Fortifications — F_ 40 121,280 

To Intereſt of Old Debts — 113 342,616 
FFF 

To Payment to the Don Gratuit 
to the King — — — 712,520 

To the Compoſition of Old Duties 12 36,384 

To the Augmentation of the 606 
Poſt Maſter's Salaries —— e 004 

and the King's Troops —— 682,200 

To the Charge of making up 
the Publick Account — — 7 21,224 
and Bridges — — — — 5 9 57,608 

To the Compenſation of the 
Taille to Meſſrs. the Officers ; 
of the Parliament, and to theC 7 42244 

Charges of this Aſſembly — 


Total 750 2,274,000 


of thoſe Quarters, making a Repartition of the 
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« All which Impoſitions above-mentioned amount- 
ing to the Sum of 750 Livres per Feu, ſhall be 


« exacted by the Sieur Gautier, Treaſurer of the 


« Province, upon the Foot of 180 Livres 10 Sols 


3 «© per Feu, for each of the . of the next 


« enſuing Year 1749. 

«© The Sieur Thomaſſin La Garde ſaid that there 

* was no other Buſineſs to be propoſed to the Aſ- 
ce 3 and deſired that Publication might be 
« made of the verbal Proceſs of all that had been 
« agreed upon. Which accordingly was read and 

« publiſhed to the Aſſembly then ſitting. 

« After which Thanks were returned to the In- 
« tendant for the good Offices he had at all Times 
« rendered to the Province, and particularly during 
« the Sitting of this Aſſembly, 

Done and publiſhed at Lambeſc, 29 November, 
1748. 

De tout ce que deſſus, il appert dans les Regiſtres 
du Greffe des Etats de Provence, auſquels nous 
ſouſſignes Greffiers deſdits Etats, nous rapportons. 

Derigina, Grefher. Ricard, Greffier. 


An Account of the Debts incurred in Provence 
from 1744 to 1748, during the laſt War, col- 
lected from the foregoing Proceedings of their 
Aſſembly, ſeparated and ranged under the diſtinct 
Heads of Expences, Loſſes and Damages, viz. 


For Military Magazines and Utenſils provided * 


the Ar 
68 Livres. 
In the Year 1744 — — — — 1,125,306 
Ditto in 1945 — — — — — 1,211,406 
Ditto in 1946 — — — — — 2,093,937 
Ditto in 1947 — — — — — 4,000,000 


8,430,649 


| 


_ 


ra 1 


YR a DaFf ©. — 
* 


3 —— — Se — 
” . 


— — — - * = > _ = 
= = - - d. 
—ͤ—ũ—4᷑̈ OT — 9 ——— 
0 * a 1 - 
1 89 * * 0 * — 4 


— 9 

— — 2 22 3 
* 4 
* 4 2 2 


— D 
42 a 7 . * " = _— —_— 


72 


The Hire of Mules and Carriages, and Loſſes attend. 
ing the ſame. 
Livres. 
To the Hire of Draft Mules in 1744 31 2,660 
To the Loſs of 615 Draft Mules, 
dead, or taken by the Enemy, at 120f. 
Livres for each Mule — — — 
To the Loſs of 416 Saddle Mules, 
dead, or taken by the Enemy, at 5 5 
Livres for each Mule — — — 
To the Hire and Loſs of Carriages em- 
ployed to tranſport the Artillery and 
Ammunitions of War, all taken at 
the Siege of Cont, — — — — 
To Hay and Straw for the Subſiſtence 
of the Miles, — x C 243,478 
To the Carriages and Utenſils furniſhed 
to the Spaniſh Troops, — — —F 249905 
To the Carriages that tranſported the 
Forage in 1746 and 1747 — — + 120,600 


5 


253,336 


59 641 


60,800 


1,302,020 


_ 


Forage for the Troops as well Spaniſh as French. 
To Forage furniſhed to the Horſe in 
C Ih 209,892 
To Proviſions advanced- to the ( Com- 
miſſaries of War, — — — 


To Forage furniſhed to the Horſe in 
1746 — — — 


I 400,000 


208,109 


To furniſhing ſundry Places with Forage 6,862 


To the Guides at the Places of Tenge 578 


_ 


825,441 
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Contributions, Exadtions, and Damages. 

5 ˖ b e ada Livres. 
To Contributions which the ſeve 

Communities paid — — — — 543-423 

To Exactions of ready Money — — 106,890 
To Exactions of Proviſions — — — 1,104,809 
IF 3 . 
To ditto done by the French Troops — 732, 189 
To ditto done oy the * Troops — 160,324 


575,586, 690 
_—_—_—_—_—_—__ — e 
5 8 Repairs of Og + and Bridges. 
0 Repairs in 1744 — — — — 102,109 
© e 87,973 
0 Ditto in 1746 — — — — — — 86,319 
Ditto in 1747 — — — — — — 172,733 
449,134 


Deduct 4 Vears Tax by the Provinces 
at 19 Livres per Feu — — — — 230,492 


ad 3 218,642 


* 
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Repairing the Fortifications at Toulon 112,000 
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Sums borrowed 1 the Purchaſe of Cars, - 


To Caſh borrowed in 1946 — . 8 006 
To ditto in 1747 for Corn, with an * 
＋ 25 ption of the 10 — 2 I520D,00) 
o ditto in Auguſt 1948 — — — 00,000 
To ditto i in Nous 1748 — — 5 
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Deficiencies in 1747 _ 1748 = — 1,590,290 
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A Recapilulation or Summary if the Debts incurred in 


2 Provence, on Account of the War, as ſtated in 17 49. 
- Livres. L. 4. 
as To Etapes and Utenſils pro- 

vided for the Army, - - oe 368,840 17 103 

3 i To the Hire of * and 3 
— Carriages, and Loſſes & 1, 302 os 

| 1 4 8 artendin the ſame, -- | 223 _ val . $6,998 12 6 
X 735555 orage * 1 f 
| 2 roops, as Spani 82 36,114 oo 10! 
Lt us Frezeb, — wel — 2/2 ; 4 eee 
* — * To Contributions, ee e 
| * ions, and Damages, 7.586, 690 331,917 13 O0 


ey To Overplus Expences in 


1 bm ighways, 218,642 9-565 M 
To repairing the F ora. | | 


cations of Toulon, - - + 112,000 '. | | 45900 ob 00 
To Sums borrowed for the 
- Purchaſe of Corn, 4 3,960,000 173,250 oo oo 
To Deficiencies of the 

"Revenues for the Years 1, 590, 294 695575 6--6 

1747 and 1748, - - - - 


* Lo 
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